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’57 
Director’s 

Staff
Rush night, brought forth by 

Eric Nelson and the Mem-
bership Committee, was an 
excellent idea. Many mem-
bers put forth a great effort 
towards a successful member-
ship drive. Lenny Swanson’s 
revolving motorcycle invention 
was awesome. The Director’s 
Staff display was voted No.1. 
Thanks to Bruce Ridgeway for 
his display.

We would like to thank 
President Mark Schmidt for 
such a great job keeping corre-
spondence and communication 
at its best in our unit. Mark 
does a fantastic job!

The 2005 Circus has come 
and gone. Once again the 
Director’s Staff pulled off a 
record year for novelty sales. 
Great job! From preparing the 
items to selling them, setting 
up and taking down the booths, 
a countless number of hours 
was spent by the ’57 members 
and unit friends. The motor-
cycle display at the Fargodome 
entrance was a wonderful ad-
dition to this year’s circus. We 
just keep getting better!

The spring weather has 
arrived and the ’57 bikes will 
be out on the streets very soon. 
Anyone interested in riding, 
please contact us.

–BK...two wheels in the 
wind

ERIC NELSON
Membership Chairman

LENNY
SWANSON RANDY

SWANSON

MARK
SCHMIDT

BUTCH
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RIDGWAY



HONORED          LADIES

Tuesday, May 17 - 1:00 p.m.
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

Dessert and Coffee
Call Arlene 235-3668 or Val 237-3200

widows of shriners
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We Sell Shriner Bikes!

What a great weekend for a 
Circus! The weather was great, 
the crowds were super, the 
Vikings had a great turn out 
of workers and the socializing 
was fun. What more can we 
say, the Circus was grand.

The greatest thing of all is to 
see all those happy little faces. 
I love the Circus, always come 
home tired but it’s a good 
tired. I notice each year, the 
bones do hurt a little more.

Saturday evening, my 
spouse told me we were going 
to an expensive, elite place so 
I got all gussied up and guess 
where, we went, to a gas sta-
tion!! Wow, what a good time.

We’ve been working hard 
on getting some new members. 
Hope it all works out.

Our snowbirds are return-
ing, the farmers are trying to 
get in the fields, and the grass 
is getting green. Hope our 
summer is much warmer than 
last year.

Over the years, I’ve tried 
about every diet known, so 
wouldn’t you know I fell for 
the Plainsmen Debate Society 
Cold Beer diet. Guess what, 
I only gained ten pounds. 
Maybe I didn’t drink enough.

We’re looking forward 
to the spring ceremonial in 
Detroit Lakes and of course, 
the MSA in Rapid City. You all 
have a fantastic spring!!

Greetings El 
Zagal Nobles 

and Ladies.

I have just finished travel-
ing with the Shrine circus.  I 
believe we have had a very 
successful circus, in every stop 
we have made.  The hospitality 
shown to the circus entertainers 
at every stop was very much 
appreciated.  I believe they did 
their best, to give you a great 
show.  The roar of the crowds 
was good to hear.  The gals in 
Bismarck sure like to fill you 
up with homemade sweets.  
The lunch crew in Dickinson, 
headed up by Jerry Schopp, 
put out great German Potato 
Salad.  The Jamestown crews 
theme of “Cheeseburger-Pepsi-
Pepsi” was a great hit with 
everyone.  The chili was a 
little warm.  The Detroit Lakes 
bunch had a great lunch at their 
Shrine Center; Barb Richards 
greeted and welcomed us.  
That evening after the last 
show, they had a pizza party at 
the Shrine Center.  The Fargo 
Circus lunch team, headed 
up by Merle Gullickson, Bill 
Tubbs and Tammy, did a great 
job of taking care of everyone.  
Larry Fritz was glad to have 
help with the cotton candy 
machines this year, so he and 
his help could cook up dinner 
after the last show on Saturday 
night.  The Circus Entertainers 
enjoyed the meal and dance at 
the Shrine Center.  Everyone 
involved in the various circuses 
received great praise from the 
circus performers and Cindy 
Mingle.  I would also like to 
thank everyone, who made our 
circus a great success.  With 
our nobles and their ladies and 
Friends, we would be hard 
pressed.  

By the time this comes out, 
we will have had our “Street to 
the Shrine Mini-Ceremonial:  
in Fargo.  It was held on April 
23rd.  I hope it will be a great 
success for El Zagal.  This was 
a one-day class for candidates.  
With Masonic Degree work 
in the morning and afternoon, 

with Shrine Degree work in 
the evening.  We are hoping 
for the same thing to be held 
in Bismarck, for our western 
areas.  Please encourage your 
unit Presidents and nobles to 
get this accomplished.  

Lenny Swanson has been 
busy in his off time painting 
the lobby at El Zagal Temple.  
It has really brightened up the 
room.  He will still accept help 
painting other areas of our 
Shrine Temple.  So please con-
tact El Zagal Shrine Temple if 
you can give a helping hand.  
I would like to thank Judy 
Thompson and Laurie Oberg 
for their help picking out a 
color  for this project.

We have a Hospital Screen-
ing Clinic coming up on June 
3rd, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. at El Zagal Shrine Temple 
in Fargo.  Some of the staff 
from our Shrine Hospital in 
Minneapolis will be there to 
screen children for our Shrine 
Hospitals.  We are in need 
of patients for our Shrine 
Hospitals.  We will also need 
help from our Nobles and their 
ladies, to put on the Clinic, so 
please call and sign up to work 
that day at El Zagal Shrine 
Temple, Phone 701-235-7521.  
Lunch will be served during 
the Screening Clinic.  

So please come out and help 
“El Zagal Thrive in 2005”

Yours in the Faith, Steven R. 
Hanson, Potentate 2005  

This year I saw the circus 
from a different perspective 
than from the snow cone 
booth. I worked the member-
ship booth in the front lobby: I 
greeted and welcomed people 
as they came in and passed 
out membership packets when 
needed. Most importantly, I 
saw the Shriners in their true 
form.

The booth next to me sup-
plied bears for the kids and 
tickets to give away where 
needed. When circus goers 
would ask where there was 
a phone, a cell phone was 
offered by a Shriner. If a ride 
was not secured, a Shriner 
gave a ride home—it was first 
class service.

I was approached by a 
lady who had lost her child. I 
directed her across the lobby 
where Shriner ladies were 
seating the handicapped. They 
had a radio, she got immedi-
ate attention and the child was 
found in a minute.

I saw parents come up and 
say they lost their seats after 
intermission. The parents 
and kids were ushered up to 
reserved seating by a Shriner 
and treated to snow cones 
and cotton candy. They were 
happy!

I was selling candy bars 
down by the camel rides and 
was asked by a lady if I would 
watch her young child and bag 
while she took the other kids 
on a camel ride. She said to 
me, “You’re a Shriner, I can 
trust you.”

I saw Shriners buying can-
dy, snow cones, cotton candy 
and novelties with money out 
of their own pocket and giving 

it to kids with no money.
I saw perspective members 

and their ladies, members and 
their ladies, young and old 
working side by side and hav-
ing a great time.

After seeing all the great 
examples of Shriner hospital-
ity, I was put to the test. It was 
the last performance and I had 
given away all the bears and 
tickets. As I was going inside 
the dome, one of the ticket 
ladies came over to me and 
asked if I had any tickets left. 
I was out but I asked what she 
needed help with. She took me 
to the window where a man 
and 5 children were standing. 
She said he needed six tickets 
but only had money for two. I 
looked up at the father and he 
had tears in his eyes. He had 
promised his kids they could 
come to the circus. I did what 
I had seen other Shriners do at 
all the other performances and 
what I know any other Shriner 
would have done. I opened my 
wallet and bought 4 tickets and 
gave the family a $20 bill to 
spend at the circus. They were 
very thankful, but I was more 
thankful for all I had seen 
throughout the weekend.

Next year I would chal-
lenge everyone to take five 
minutes, take off your Fez, 
walk through the lobby, walk 
down on the floor and around 
the concessions area. Watch 
for all the good things Shriners 
are doing, and I guarantee that 
when you finish your walk, 
you will put your Fez on with 
a lot more pride, as I did.

Welcome to the Circus. 
Thanks for coming!

–Rick Oberg

PROUD TO BE A SHRINER The Vikings
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293-7727
1461 Broadway Ste. 103  •  Fargo, ND 58102

Arabian Room
“BUILD YOUR OWN”
BLOODY MARY

Sat. 11:00 am - 2:00 pm

ARABIAN ROOM 
“HAPPY HOUR”

4 pm - 6 pm Mon-Fri  
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May 28
CLOSED 

Saturdays thru Labor  Day

Every Saturday...
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ADVERTISING RATES
El Zagal Shrine

Camel Tales

1 column x 2 inches .............. $96 per year
2 columns x 2 inches .......... $180 per year
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Calendar Ad ........................ $144 per year

Add 20% for color

• Dial Up Internet Access
• Wireless High Speed Access
 Fargo, Oxbow, Horace & Harwood Areas

• Web Hosting
• Web Design
• Email Services

Contact
Dave Larson

704 28th Street SW
Fargo, North Dakota

701-232-7000

N B INTERNET, LLC

S&L
Computer Services, Inc.

Dave Larson - P.O.S. Sales
•  Computer Sales and Service   •  Point of Sale Systems
•  Network Specialist   •  Cash REgisters
•  Software Training   •  Custom Built PCʼs
•  CAD Systems and Software   •  Internet Access

704 28th St. SW  •  Fargo, ND 58103
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Email:  davel@slcomp.com

I just wanted to add my 
thanks to those of Kerry, to all 
of you who worked so long 
and hard to make this year’s 
Circus the great success it 
truly was. It would be impos-
sible to name all of you in 
the space provided but in the 
days right after the Circus, 
I received many calls from 
the public thanking us. Since 
these were meant for all of 
us, I will give my thanks to 
you through the comments of 
those who called.

I got comments from Na-
tional Guardsmen and Women 
thanking all of you for helping 

them feel like they were “real-
ly home again.” (We gave 125 
tickets to the National Guard 
to distribute to the families of 
those serving overseas and to 
those who had just returned 
and their families) “Shriners 
are the best!” “We spent $6 
on a spinning ball and it broke 
when we accidentally dropped 
it. A Shriner replaced it right 
away with out any questions. 
Thank you so much!” “You 
are all so friendly and do such 
a wonderful job of helping 
the disabled at the Circus!” 
“Thank you for all you do!” 
“Do you send your people to 

training to get them to smile 
all the time? No, you can’t, 
the smiles are real and genuine 
and you can’t train people to 
do that. You people are just 
great!”                                     
 “We just love Shriners!”

All of the above and so 
much, much more, for this is 
only a small fraction of what 
was told to me. I give you my 
personal thanks and I want to 
say how proud I am of all of 
you.

It is a distinct honor to be 
part of this fine organization 
that we have here at El Zagal.

–Scotty Uhrich

Fargo Circus Management

A few years ago, there was 
a popular movie entitled, “Pay 
it Forward”, starring Kevin 
Spacey and others.  The story 
line was about Random Acts of 
Kindness, and the affect it has 
on people.  The Shrine attracts 
some of the warmest and car-
ing people of society.  Stories 
of these individuals abound.  
Here are two of those mo-
ments, which happened at the 
recent Shrine Circus in Fargo.

A young, twenty-some-
thing, lady appeared at the 
Program Table, after one of 
the performances.  She talked 
of her love for the Shrine, and 
her deep affection for Past 
Potentate Louis Larson.  Louis 
was her sponsor, at the Twin 
Cities Hospital.  This young 
lady, though not miraculously 
cured, spoke raves about the 
Hospital and the People con-
nected with the programs.  She 
stood proud, with her crutches 
and braces.  Behind her stood 
her husband, a man visually 
impaired, with his “seeing 
cane”.   They spoke of the joy 
of attending the Circus, and 
shyly acknowledged they had 
become so enthralled with the 
Circus, they had overspent 
their budget, and now did not 
have enough money left for 
cab fare home.  An Escort 
Motor Patroller offered them 
the use of his cell phone.  Four 
or five fruitless telephone 
calls harvested no help of the 
friends and family they called 
for rides.  Another Escort Mo-
tor Patroller witnessing the dis-
tressing situation said enough 
of this.  He said he would take 
them home.  He ran through 
the Dome to the west parking 
lot, jumped into his vehicle, 
drove to the other side of the 
Dome, and proudly Escorted 
the couple into his vehicle, 
and drove them to their home, 
close to West Acres.  He then 
returned to the Dome, and 
worked the last performance 
of the day, determining that his 
wages for the entire weekend 
had been paid, by how he felt 
doing that deed.

A middle-aged man was 
distraught, at the ticket booth.  
Tears were seen dripping off 
his cheeks.  He had obtained 
two “complimentary tick-

ets”, from one of the local 
Social Service Agencies.  His 
problem was he only had two 
tickets, and needed five, for 
his family to see the Circus.  
Unfortunately this man did 
not have the financial “where-
with-all”, to buy the remain-
ing tickets, and had hoped he 
might find another three tickets 
at the show.  He had promised 
his children, that they would 
see the Circus this year.  Now, 
he didn’t know what they 
would do.  An observant ticket 
seller spotted a friendly Arab 
Patroller.  This was the same 

“PAY   it   FORWARD”

LADIES APPRECIATION 
LUNCHEON

Once again we want to thank all the ladies in El Zagal 
land for all of their hard work.  Please accept this 
invitation to the annual ladies appreciation luncheon.

FARGO LUNCHEON
May 7, 2005

10:45 a.m. Social / 11:30 a.m. Lunch
Shrine Center in Fargo

In the East we ask you to bring a spring plant, or 
garden or patio accessory for auction.

To sign up so that we have a count, please call:
  Fargo -  Sue Jacob 701-280-0154  -or- 
  Phyllis Gifford 701-232-8455
 
If you need to cancel, please call also at least 24 hours 
prior. I’m looking forward to seeing you all.

–Diane Hanson, Potentate’s Lady

Greetings fellow Nobles and 
Divan –

First, I would like to com-
mend the Circus Committee for 
another great year.  I worked a 
few performances last weekend 
and the ones I were at had great 
attendance.  It goes to show 
that in order to have a great 
Shrine circus, you have to have 
the people to do it. Again my 
thanks goes out to Kerry, Phil, 
Scotty, Brian and Jeff for a 
job well done, as well as those 
shriners who helped make this 
circus a success.

Now that the circus is here 
and gone, it is now time to 
focus on the Shrine bowl game 
in July.  We will be distribut-
ing advertising packets to all 
the units before their meeting 

in May.  I have received a 
challenge by the Ritualistic 
Divan, that they would like to 
challenge all other units in the 
Shrine to make a donation to 
the Shrine game in July.  This 
donation would go to covering 
some of the expenses we have 
during the week of the game.  
In the letter I send out to the 
units,I will have a breakdown 
of what type of expenses we 
incur during the week of the 
game.  If a specific unit would 
be willing to sponsor or donate 
money to a particular activity 
( i.e. Redhawks game, pizzas, 
trip to hospital ), that would be 
great. This donation would be 
separate from doing advertis-
ing in the football book, which 
means we would still ask each 

ND SHRINE BOWL
unit to buy an advertisement 
for the game. 

After making a trip down to 
Tampa, Florida for the Shrine 
Football Conference in March, 
I now know why I became a 
shriner.  It is to help children 
and their families who go to 
the Shrine hospitals for treat-
ments.  The more we can get 
units involved in this game by 
selling or buying an advertise-
ment or sponsoring an activ-
ity the week of the game, the 
more we are able to make this 
game a success. In turn, we 
are able to give more money 
to the hospital and will have 
the ability to help families who 
need the hospital by providing 
transportation at no cost.

           – Scott Fredrickson

Arab Patroller she had seen 
earlier handing out “compli-
mentary tickets”, to deserving 
people.  She summoned him, 
hoping he had a couple tickets 
left, to help this man and his 
family out with.  This jolly 
Arab Patroller shook his head 
no, but told her he would take 
care of it.  His hand went into 
his pocket, came out with a 
fifty dollar bill, paid for the 
three tickets, and then gave 
the man the remaining change 
of seventeen dollars.  He told 
the man to use the seventeen 
dollars, to buy the children 

something inside at the Circus, 
and to have a good day, and of 
course, thanked them for com-
ing.  He later told me he also 
felt so warmly rewarded for 
his actions, that the Circus was 
now complete.

These are the type of stories 
you should remember about 
Shriners.  I’m sure there were 
many other “like stories”, that 
transpired over the Circus 
weekend.  These are the stories 
I witnessed.  Many people 
believe Random Acts of Kind-
ness are contagious.  Have You 
performed yours today? 



Tuesday, May 17
Cocktails:  6 pm   |   Dinner: 7 pm

Shrine

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans™

David A. Sola, LUTCF, FIC
Financial Associate

3303 Fiechtner Dr. S.W., Suite 110
Fargo, ND 58103-8726
Office:  701-298-0100
dave.sola@thrivent.com
Member -Million Dollar Round Table

Member -NAIFA

NAIFA - National Quality Award

CityWide 
              ELECTRIC

BRENT MICHELSEN
701.306. 6718 Cell  1555 Sundance Drive
701.280.2624 Fax    Fargo, ND 58104

The following is a tentative schedule for the Paul Johnson Spring Ceremonial.  Please submit your registration to Dave 
Larson at El Zagal’s business office.

Costs for the Ceremonial will be: Nobles: $26.50
 Ladies: $33.50

The registration will cover Friday evening Fish and Chips, Beach Blast, Moslem Feast, Ladies Luncheon and the 
Saturday evening Hoedown meal and entertainment.

FRIDAY JUNE 10
 11:30 a.m.  Golf Tournament, Forest Hills
 5:00 – 7:30 p.m.  Fish and Chips Dinner, Color Guard Club Room
 8:00 – Midnight Beach Blast with entertainment, Holiday Inn 

SATURDAY JUNE 11
 8:30 – 9:30 a.m. Stated Meeting, Holiday Inn
 8:30 – 9:00 a.m. Fez Fitting, Holiday Inn
 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. Orientation, Holiday Inn  –  1st and 3rd Section
  Fez Presentation
 Noon –1:00 p.m.  Moslem Feast, Color Guard Club Room
 Noon – 1:30 p.m.  Ladies Luncheon, Holiday Inn
 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. Parade, Detroit Lakes
 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.  Hoedown meal, Frazee
 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. Special entertainment
 9:00 – 11:00 p.m Bonfire

Units and or individuals will be responsible for making your room reservations for the 
Spring Ceremonial. Please make sure you make your reservations by May 27 as after that 
date the hotels will open the room up to the general public.

We have blocked off rooms in the following three hotels:

HOLIDAY INN
61 rooms available
$94.95 per room plus tax. 
Ph. 218-847-2121

June 10 – 12
Detroit Lakes, Minnesota

COUNTRY INN AND SUITES
25 rooms available
$81 to $106.20. 
Ph. 218-847-2000

HOLLAND BEST WESTERN 
40 rooms available  $99 
standard room. 
Ph. 218-847-4483
(They also have suites available that will 

sleep four to six people)When making reservations please reference the 
Detroit Lakes Color Guard/El Zagal Spring Ceremonial.

June 10 – 12
Detroit Lakes, Minnesota

PROVOST GUARD
Well, spring is in the air 

and the Circus is now past. It 
was great fun to see everyone 
working together for a com-
mon goal once again. If you 
looked at the program, you 
probably noticed that Jim and 
Joan Winkler, along with Bea 
Carlson, were the honored 
Nobel and Ladies this year. It 
is a recognition that was well 
earned through years of dedi-
cation and effort. You might 
also notice that the Provost 
is not the only group within 
El Zagal that relies on Jim to 
bring our meetings to a timely 
close.

I also noticed that most of 
our newest members of the 
Provost got an opportunity to 
complete one phase of their 
training in the Provost Acad-
emy by taking a turn inside the 
Big Shriner. This is an experi-
ence that brings a great deal of 
warmth to those who get the 
pleasure of wearing it. 

Oh, and a special thanks to 
Terry Braun. Terry allowed 
Merle Gullekson to use his 
kitchen at the Fargodome 
so Merle, Tammy and Tom 
Stoffel would not have to cart 
everything over from El Zagal. 
Terry also let us use his golf 
carts to tote things around all 
weekend. Thank you Terry!

We are a week away from 
Pote Steve’s one-day class as 
I write. Signs are pointing to a 
good turn out and I hope that I 
can report so next month.

Well I’ve got to run, so until 
next month.

–Scotty Uhrich, Scribe
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Free Market Analysis!

Jerry Pladson�
CRB, CRS, GRI, Broker�

Office:701.280.0000 
Home:701.237.6400

Cell:729 HOME (4663)

808 3rd Ave. S., WDAY Tower-Suite 201, Fargo, ND  58103
Free:1-877.968.4663 • www.rivercityrealty.org

Call me for more details on buying or selling
Residential, Commercial, Farm or Investment.

NEGOTIABLE�
COMMISSION

Over 30 Years of Experience

$ $

Chris Heise
4553 9th Avenue South

Fargo, ND  58103
701-293-0798

CHRIS HEISE

Lynn Johnson
3301 13th Avenue South
Fargo, ND 58103
701-241-7666

LYNN JOHNSON

©2005 American Family Mutual Insurance Co. and its Subsidiaries 
 Home Office-Madison, WI 53783

®
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44th Annual

Smelt Fry
hosted by Arab Patrol

Thursday, May 12
5:30 - 8:30 p.m.
El Zagal Shrine Center

Games, Raffl es, Refreshments
No one under 21

Forest Hills Golf Course 
On Hwy 10 West

June 9, 2005
4-Man Scramble Starting at Noon

18 Holes w/Cart for $35 Per Person
Submit a 2-man team, which will be paired 

with another 2-man team

This Will Be A Great Mixer For All!

Chair: Jerry Anderson, DL Color Guard

Greetings Circus Workers:
Well, you did it again!  Not only did it, but expanded sales all around for another record year.  

Thank you very much.  All your hard work is making El Zagal shine.
I feel the circus went very well with our new promoter Cindy Migly Circus Spectacular.  Every-

one I talked to liked the show.  Why I even heard John Huner laughing at one point.
If anyone has something they want changed, please speak to someone on the Circus Committee 

know as our next meeting will take up these issues.
Thanks again!
 Kerry Hefl in, Circus Chairman
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King Kerry                                speaks:King Kerry                                speaks:

POTE STEVE

JOE JACOB 

KING KERRY

HEFLIN  

DICK HALL

DAWN CARR



721 1ST AVE. N.  •  Fargo

(701) 237- 3311
www.dawsonins.com

Neighbors You Trust
Auto
Home
Life

Health

Business
Bonds

Financial Services
Professional Liability

Potentate Steve Hanson’s Lake of the Woods Fishing Trip
When:  Friday, July 29th to Sunday, July 31st

Where :  Wheeler’s Point Resort , Baudette, MN        How Much:  Only $309
Includes:  2 Nights Lodging, 2 days fishing, shore lunch, bus ride to & from El Zagal, & Lots of fellowship

ACT NOW!!! LIMITED TO FIRST 42 PAID REGISTRANTS

Questions:  Call:  (218) 861-6302  (Local from F-M)
E-mail:  Gullek@Loretel.net

$160 deposit required by May 15, 2005
 Send Check to:   Merle W. Gullekson
  1333 Cty Hwy 39
  Perley, MN 56574

Friday, July 29th:  Bus leavees from El Zagal at 3:00 pm
Saturday, July 30th:  Fish All Day

Sunday, July 31st:  Fish ‘Til 3:00 p.m.
Bus Leaves at 6:00 p.m.

Arrive at El Zagal at 10:00

FREE
Pickup and Delivery

Home or Office

235-5545

2621 S. University Drive, Fargo 
280-9628

1135 No. 17th St., Fargo
235-5545

  Elaine  Darren

The Circus has come and 
gone, but what a lasting im-
pression it has made on all the 
children in the Detroit Lakes 
area.

Detroit Lakes Color Guard 
had a great year. Our at-
tendance, advertising sales 
and overall all gross sales 
surpassed last year by leaps 
and bounds. The only area we 
were down in was Jerry’s Fine 
Quality Toys (Novelties) sales. 
We ran out of many items 
during our first show. Now it 
is my understanding that Jerry 
was trying to improve on his 
4.5% net profit of last year and 
he thought by ordering fewer 
toys the demand would be 
greater and he could sell each 
item for more, thus increasing 
his net profit. Well that is all 
fine and dandy in theory but 
you have to put a mark up on 
the Novelties when you sell 
them. So, needless to say we 
went from a 4.5% net profit to 
a break even on Novelty sales 
this year. Better luck next year 
Jerry.

Hard to believe that we are 
only six weeks away from the 
Spring Ceremonial, June 10 
and 11. It is a great honor for 
the Color Guard to announce 
that the Spring Ceremonial 
has been officially named 
the “Paul Johnson Spring 
Ceremonial.” Each year when 
the Color Guard attends the 
Parade to Glory with a size-

able check for the Transporta-
tion Fund, it is because of the 
leadership and hard work of 
Paul Johnson, who has been 
our gaming manager for close 
to 10 years. Paul has been a 
very active member and he is a 
tremendous asset to our orga-
nization. The Color Guard con-
gratulates you, Paul Johnson.

We have been getting calls 
from the various hotels and 
they have indicated that no 
calls have come in for room 
reservations. Please call your 
unit or individual reserva-
tions in over the next couple 
weeks, because after that they 
will open the rooms to the 
general public. If this happens 
you may need to contact the 
Clowns to see if there are any 
extra rooms at the jail.

Speaking of the Clowns... 
we are still trying to get every-
thing resolved with our ordi-
nances and law enforcement. 
Needless to say we are not 
having much luck. We would 
recommend the Clowns take 
an alternate route into Detroit 
Lakes to avoid any potential 
problems. When you come into 
Audubon on Highway 10 go 
North on Main. Cross over the 
railroad tracks and proceed 4 
blocks. Turn right (this road 
is know as the landfill road) 
and go 6 miles. Turn right 
on Highway 59 to the Tower 
Road. Turn left on the tower 
road and go east until you 
come to a stop sign. Turn right 
on the Richwood road and 
this will take you into Detroit 
Lakes the back way. You will 
see the new jail on your left as 
you come into Detroit Lakes. 
Good Luck Clowns. If you let 
us know what time you are ar-
riving we can create some type 
of diversion on the South side 
of Detroit Lakes to give you 
clear sailing.

We look forward to seeing 
everyone in Detroit Lakes the 
June 10 and 11 for the Paul 
Johnson Spring Ceremonial.

Please remember to display 
those COLORS.

–The Guard

The Arab Patrol has been 
busy again this month. A spur 
of the moment April Fool-
ing party (planned Thursday 
night and Friday) started at the 
Shrine with organizers Dawn 
and Chris. They were joined 
by Matt, Eric and Gloria, Jeff 
and Becky, Elmer and Alys, 
Gene and Betty, Rick and Lau-
rie and prospective members 
Maynard and Karen. Two vans, 
a trailblazer and a car headed 
off to find unsuspecting patrol 
members at home for a belated 
Yulaboking — April Foolery 
mischief. The group went to 
Audry and Howard’s, then on 
to Bob and Joyce’s where they 
interrupted a cribbage game 
with Bob and Dorothy; then on 
to Pat and Orpha’s, and lastly 
to Virgil and Marge’s place.

Everyone joined in the fun 
as they went from place to 
place and finally 25 people 
ended up at Gene and Betty’s 
for a pizza party. Chris and 
Jeff decided that part of the 
April Fool’s fun would be 
to “borrow” something from 
each home they went to. At the 
patrol meeting on Monday, the 
stuff was available for an auc-
tion. Everyone was surprised 
to find possessions from their 
homes that they hadn’t missed. 
What a great bunch of good 
sports and how much fun was 
had!

A wonderful turnout of 
workers showed up to help at 
the circus. After the circus on 
Sunday night, several of the 
Patrollers ended up at Mexican 
Village. Not too many margar-
itas were ordered — thought 
they resembled a snow cone 
too much!

The Patrol will be having 
a Garage Clean Up night on 
Monday, the 18th. The Patrol-
lers next “Dinner Night Out” 
will be on Thursday, the 21st at 
Arthur’s on Sheyenne. 

May 12 is fast approaching 
— don’t forget the Smelt Fry, 
serving from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

No minors please.
As you can see, the Arab 

Patrol continues in the spirit of 
camaraderie. Until next month!

Fargo Circus Management
I just wanted to add my 

thanks to those of Kerry, to all 
of you who worked so long 
and hard to make this year’s 
Circus the great success it truly 
was. It would be impossible to 
name all of you in the space 
provided but in the days right 
after the Circus, I received 
many calls from the public 
thanking us. Since these were 
meant for all of us, I will give 
my thanks to you through the 
comments of those who called.

I got comments from Na-
tional Guardsmen and Women 
thanking all of you for helping 
them feel like they were “real-
ly home again.” (We gave 125 
tickets to the National Guard 
to distribute to the families of 
those serving overseas and to 
those who had just returned 
and their families) “Shriners 
are the best!” “We spent $6 
on a spinning ball and it broke 
when we accidentally dropped 
it. A Shriner replaced it right 
away with out any questions. 
Thank you so much!” “You 
are all so friendly and do such 
a wonderful job of helping 
the disabled at the Circus!” 
“Thank you for all you do!” 
“Do you send your people to 
training to get them to smile 
all the time? No, you can’t, 
the smiles are real and genuine 
and you can’t train people to 
do that. You people are just 
great!” “We just love Shri-
ners!”

All of the above and so 
much, much more, for this is 
only a small fraction of what 
was told to me. I give you my 
personal thanks and I want to 
say how proud I am of all of 
you.

It is a distinct honor to be 
part of this fine organization 
that we have here at El Zagal.

–Scotty Uhrich

COLOR GUARD Arab Patrol



THE PLAINSMEN

HANSON-RUNSVOLD 
FUNERAL HOME

215 South 7th Street, Fargo, ND 58103
West Side of Island Park

Family Owned . . . Serving All 
Faiths For Over 80 years John D. Runsvold

Owner, Licensed Funeral Director
NFDA

Licensed Funeral Directors NFDA

 Jacques Boucher   Jason Skiftun
 Erik Opdahl William Schmidt

(701) 232-3222  •  (800) 598-3223

ROTT KELLER CO.

Trailers
Snowmobile • Boat • Utility • Pontoon

Furniture
Sofa • Dining Sets • Bedroom Sets • Gun Cabinets • Entertainment Centers

Wholesale - Factory Warehouse Distributor
65 So. 28th St.  •  Box 390  •  Fargo, ND 58107 (701) 235-0563

Tires
Antique Car

ATV
Boat Trailer

Car Tires
Industrial

Snowmobile Trailers
Tractor
Truck

Utility Trailer
Tubes

Calcium Chloride

 David Rott   Herb Rott Jr.

MOTOR PATROL
ESCORT

Mobil   Nobles

Quality Service 
At A Fair Price

3 LOCATIONS

1002 1st Ave. S.
235-5381

Downtown Fargo

3051 25th St. S. 
235-0507

South Fargo

1365 Prairie Pkwy. 
277-8386

West Fargo

• Airline and Rail Tickets    • Hotel and Car Reservations    • Free Flight Accident Insurance   

• Cruises and Tours    • Group Charters    • Business Accounts Welcomed

West Acres Office

282-6222
or call 1 800 342-4254

1801 38th St. SW, Fargo

Downtown Office

293-7733
or call 1 800 732-1166
406 Broadway, Fargo

(Formerly First International Travel, Inc.)

2 convenient 
locations

 to serve you!

Hilsen til alle broden-
er og soster. (Greetings to all 
brothers and sisters.) Varen 
kommer med blomster og 
snefuglene ogso. (Spring has 
arrived with flowers and also 
the snowbirds.) It also marked 
the return of our illustrious 
leader, the famed Harvey 
Schilling, looking tan and 
rested. We are certainly grate-
ful to Jerry Christianson for 
filling in the last five months 
or so. He has kept us going 
with good practices where 
we continued to work on our 
repertoire, usually followed 
by foamy Kool aid at the 
Tropicana next door. You did 
a great job, Jerry, and we still 
need you.

We also welcomed back 
Dave Graham and Lowell 
Jensen, more snowbirds. They 
seemed to have survived in 
spite of being away from North 
Dakota for the winter.

We worked the Shrine Cir-

cus and it was a great event. I 
know I enjoyed it and even had 
people in the audience express 
their thanks to the Shriners 
for the circus. Kids of all ages 
had fun there. It is always a joy 
to hear the children cheer the 
performers.

We have a performance for 
the National Association of 
County Engineers on April 
20, here in Bismarck. This will 
be the first performance since 
last fall.

It is great having this bunch 
together again at practice, in 
spite of the insults, jokes and 
occasional wisdom. We expect 
Harvey Schilling to lead us 
again so that Jerry Christian-
son is free to play his guitar 
without having to wave his 
hands to direct us. He has that 
down pretty well though. It 
is tough to retrain these old 
guys, but he is getting it done. 
Vern Cermak is playing his 
accordion again with great 

The Miata’s are ready to 
roll.  Spring is upon us & the 
birds are chirping.  As I drove 
by the Shrine last week Dr. 
Dale Jensen, the car doctor, 
was hooking up the batteries & 
getting the cars ready to roll.  
He said 8 out of 9 started.

The circus held this 
weekend was a huge suc-
cess.  Thanks to the EMP for 
a great turnout for manpower.  
A special thanks to Jeff Volk 
for getting the Miata up to the 
Fargodome & setting up the 
display. Also a special thanks 
to Circus King Kerry Heflin for 
two years as Circus Chairman.  
At the circus meeting on April 
1st our advertising was $25,000 
plus.  Many thanks to those 
unit members who helped.

We also need to recognize 
our newest & oldest member 
who came back to the fold.  
Welcome back Rich Ellsworth.

By the time this is printed 
our one day class will be 
finished.  I know we have 
two future EMP’s are coming 
through for sure, but there may 
be more.  We can always use a 
few good men.

          - Phil

Well, here it is the Merry 
Month of May and that means 
May Baskets for our Ladies 
and Parade Season is just 
about upon us. “April Showers 
Bring May Flowers,” sort of 
thing. Also it’s the start of yard 
raking, mowing, mulching sea-
son, but I much prefer this type 
of outdoor work to shoveling 
that white stuff that occasion-
ally falls on El Zagal-land. 
Harry, where are you when I 
need you. Branson can’t be all 
that great!

A number of things have 
transpired since I last penned 
an article for the Camel Tales. 
Among them our annual 
Spaghetti Dinner, The Oriental 
Band’s Oriental Dinner, a 
Mini-Ceremonial and most 
important the El Zagal Shrine 
Circus. You remember that 
weekend don’t you — I do, but 
just barely.

Upcoming this month is 
the Arab Patrol’s Smelt Fry 
— love those little fishies 
and the Patrol guys are okay 
also. Most importantly is the 
Spring Ceremonial, which is 
scheduled for June 10 – 12, 
2005. Lots of fun activities are 
planned for this shindig, which 
this year will be at Detroit 
Lakes, Minn. I see that there 
is a Beach Blast scheduled 
for Friday night and a bon fire 
for Saturday evening. Not too 
sure about that bon fire as I 
remember my parents warning 
me about playing with fire!

The Month of May is the 
month we get the Sprint Cars 
ready for action and we also 
try really hard to get the Sprint 
Car drivers under control as 
they are always ready to go out 
and play on the streets.

Our intrepid parade schedul-
ing crew is already hard (?) at 

work scheduling parades for 
this summer’s season. You can 
be sure that they will cover 
all bases and to make sure we 
don’t miss out on any of the 
parade fun.

And lest I forget our May 
Birthday Nobles — Jacob 
(Jovial Jake) Bakke and John 
(The Thespian) Blazek. Happy 
Birthday to both of these fine 
Nobles.

That’s about it for this time. 
Next month’s article will be 
much better because someone 
else will be writing for Camel 
Tales. Not sure who gets next 
month’s honors so will just 
have to wait and see.

Yours In The Faith,
–The Old Conductor
My Thought For The Day 

— If quitters never win, and 
winners never quit, what fool 
came up with, “Quit while 
you’re ahead”? Your guess is 
as good as mine.

musical sounds. Our thanks to 
Bob Dorothy who keeps these 
guys on pitch.

I’m sorry to report that Del 
Huston’s Lady, Virginia, was 
in the hospital. She is home 
now, but still has some difficul-
ty. Now Del is in the hospital 
for angioplasty. Our prayers 
are with them. We hope they 
are both well again soon. 

Nils Pearson is healing 
nicely with his new knee, but 
still looks like a Swede. The 
new parts didn’t help. He re-
ceives advice regularly at cof-
fee from Harold Perman, and 
Vern Johnson. What educators 
they are.

Old Harv was with the 
Honor Guard when the 
VFW van was “t-boned” at 
an intersection on its return 
from a funeral. Neill Burnett 
picked him up at the hospital 
after repairs and brought him 
to the Debate Society meet-
ing at the VFW to revive him 

with a beer. This caused some 
interruption to the intellectual 
discussion but he was given 
much good advice at no cost. 
George Anderson assisted 
Neill by getting him and his 
pickup home. Harv has a very 
black eye with many stitches 
but is making it so far. Thanks 
to Neill and George for the 
help.

That’s the news from the 
Plainsmen where all the 
women are beautiful, all the 
Plainsmen agree, and all the 
others can only wonder.

Tak for nar og adieu. 
(Thanks for now and so long) 

–Gamle Harv (Old Harv)

A Screening Clinic for potential hospital patients 
is scheduled for Friday, June 3, from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the El Zagal Shrine Center. Medical staff 
from the hospital will be on hand so patients will 
know quickly whether they will be accepted for 
treatment.

Volunteers are needed. Nobles who can help are 
encouraged to contact the Lisa at the Shrine Center 
(701-235-7521) or Bill Tubbs (701-232-8803).

Nobles, this is what the Shrine is all about, and 
for. From personal experience, you will find it to be 
a most rewarding and enjoyable thing to do. Please 
help us if possible!

Screening Clinic 
Volunteers Needed
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Steve Schraw   David Olson

1817 5th Ave. N.  |  Fargo, ND 5810  |  701-293-7525  |  Fax 701-232-5136

Glass Replacement  |  Auto Body Repair
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Premier Charter Service
Route 1, Box 220

Moorhead, Minnesota 56560

Phone: (218) 233-3404    Fax: (218) 233-5769

3401 - 13th Ave. S..
Fargo, ND 58103
Near West Acres

BILL ANDERSON 
293-3311

 

Fargo
237-6181

Bismarck
223-0828

sales @dakotafence.com  
www.dakotafence.com

 Toll Free  1-800-726-4064
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“The Very Best In Nursery Stock”

Ole’s Nursery, Inc.
Hwy 10 E• Moorhead, MN 56560 

(218) 236-8590
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Get WiredGet Wired 
Check out current an back issues 

of Camel Tales at 
www.elzagal.org/camel tales
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