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POTENTATE’S MESSAGE
We “R” For The Kids!

As we’re all settling into our new 
year, I hope that you all enjoyed a 
wonderful 2025. I know my Lady 
Kim and I did. We first Congratu-
late Illustrious Sir Chad Decker 
and his Lady Kate for making 2025 
a memorable and fun year in El  
Zagal land. Thank you both for your 
years of dedication to our wonder-
ful Shrine organization. We look 
forward to seeing you both in the 
future. 
I would like to congratulate and thank both  
Illustrious Sirs Bob Wedberg and Jason Rock-
swold for their continued dedication to our El 
Zagal Shrine Temple - respectively Recorder and 
our Treasurer.  As many of you were able to make 
our Annual Meeting and Banquet, you know 
that we were able to appoint some very special 
Nobles this year:  Membership Chair Nathan 
Hopper, Director Illustrious Sir Blake Wrigley, 
Parliamentarian Illustrious Sir David Rott, 1st 
Ceremonial Master Colin Wegenast and our 
newly appointed past Chief of Staff appointed as 
2nd Ceremonial Master, Joel Swanson. Welcome 
aboard! That left us with an opening for Chief of 
Staff.  That was easy – the first Noble I thought 
of was my brother Mark Grothe.  Congratula-
tions Mark and to all of the above-mentioned 
appointments.  
And to my elected Divan, I am so proud to have 
you on this journey.  I look forward to a fun and 
successful year with all of you by my side!
This year’s Parade to Glory represented an  
amazing level of fundraising to help Shriners 
Children and our communities.  For all the units 
that presented, thank you to all your Nobles, 
their Ladies and family members that helped 
make it happen.
To the Drum & Thistle Corp, a big thank you.  
To the Imperials, who played for us again this 

year, thank you.  These 
two entertainment groups 
made our ceremonial extra  
special. Thank you to the 
Escort Motor Patrol and to 
their Nobles who escorted the Divan into 
this year’s banquet, and the Detroit Lakes 
Color Guard for presenting our Colors.  To 
Kallie (Decker) Fischer, such a beautiful 
rendition of our Star Spangled Banner!   
Illustrious Sir Jason “Rocky” Rockswold 

did a great job as Emcee.  A huge Thank you to  
Imperial Sir Matt Sturlaugson as well as our  
Director Illustrious Sir Blake “Ringo” Wrigley for 
doing our installation of officers.
A sincere thank you to Illustrious Sir Past Poten-
tate Mike Dow and the Misfits for a wonderful 
Moslem Feast and their sponsorship of this year’s 
dessert table. Thank you to Imperial Sir Matt Stur-
laugson and his Lady Mandii for donating your 
picture equipment for our use. Many fun pics were 
taken by many who attended. Gabbi and her friend 
managed this effort and a big Thanks to you as well.
February is coming soon and it will be a busy one. 
I would love to see all of you at these upcoming 
events.   Please take a look at our Shrine Calendar 
to take note of all the monthly events.  In February 
alone, we have MSA in Grand Forks, along with 
the Wild Game Feed here in Fargo.  We also have 
the James Valley Stag and Stagette in Jamestown.  
Then the Dusters Car Show in Bismarck is coming 
up on March 7th & 8th.  I encourage all Nobles 
and their Ladies to attend these wonderful events.  
Even more fun events to be highlighted in the  
upcoming months. 
On behalf of myself and my Lady Kim, thank you 
for allowing us to serve you this year.  

Yours in Faith, 
Bruce H Ridgway
El Zagal 2026 Potentate

Wild Game Feed 		      Feb 21 
Big Spender Stag 	      Feb 27
Ladies Stagette 	                       Feb 27
Spaghetti Dinner  	      Feb 28
Car Show 	                       March 7-8
Wine Tasting 	                       March 20
Mystics Annual Fish Fry 	      March 20
Sunds N Spuds 	                       April 25
Shriner 5K 	                       April 25

TUESDAY 
BURGERS
5:30PM to 7PM

EXCEPT ON 
STATED MEETING NIGHTS

Back Row:
Carolyn Oberg
Toni Wegenast
Kim Sistad
Laurie Rott
Lisa Swanson
 
Front Row:
Gretchen Schoer
Gina Singer
Bobbie Kennard
Jandi Ketelsen

YOUR 2026 DIVAN

YOUR 2026 LADIES DIVAN

Back Row:
Bob Wedberg, PP & PGM, Recorder
Blake “Ringo” Wrigley, PP, Temple Director
Nathan Hopper, Membership Chair
Jason “Rocky” Rockswold, PP, Treasurer
Joel Swanson, 2nd Ceremonial Master
Colin Wegenast, 1st Ceremonial Master 
Mark Grothe, Chief of Staff

Front Row:
Casey Schoer, High Priest & Prophet
Mark Kennard, Chief Rabban
Bruce Ridgway, Potentate
Shane Heiberg, Asst. Rabban
Tim Dawson, Oriental Guide

http://www.ElZagal.org
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Ladies Auxiliary
As we proceed into the year 2026, we follow the Mpls mission statement which is as 
follows: “The Women's General Auxiliary (WGA4Kids) provides wheelchairs, adaptive 
equipment, funds for patient activities, toys and blankets for the children at Shriners 
Children's Twin Cities to enhance their quality of life through financial donations and 
contributions from the Shrine auxiliaries/chapters in the Midwest.”
The El Zagal Auxiliary Officers for 2026 are:

Gretchen Schoer
Sue Paul
Julie Volk
Judy Maxson

We appreciate any support you could give us as it truly makes a difference in the lives of 
the children we serve.
Hope to see you at the February meeting on the 14th at 10 am at Shine. We will be 
making blankets following the meeting. Watch for upcoming articles and info on up-
coming events.

Auxiliary Reporter
Barb

TUESDAY BURGER 
UNIT SCHEDULE

5:30PM - 7PM
February 3 - Misfits
February 10 - EMP
February 17 - Directors Staff
February 24 - Provost
March 3 - Arab Patrol
March 10 - Misfits
March 17 - EMP
March 24 - Directors Staff
March 31 - Provost

mailto:info@elzagal.org
http://www.ElZagal.org
mailto:nathan.a.hopper@gmail.com
mailto:cameltales@elzagal.org
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Director's Staff
The Director’s Staff hasn’t had a ton of things actually happening, but we are in planning 
mode for 2026. Our Christmas party was pushed into the new year this year and we did 
something different. We did a murder mystery dinner titled “Murder on Two Wheels” held 
January 10th at the temple. The killer ended up being “Arnold Epicure” an old school biker 
which happened to be played by me. The dinner part was an unplanned potluck. It was really 
fun and I think having the food unplanned was the way to go since the food was incredible! 
We only had two bowls of green Jello with one having a faint taste of alcohol…weird. Any-
way, I want to extend a HUGE thank you to my Lady Kris for all of her hard work on this 
and to Shiny and our friend Melissa that helped with all of it.
Even though it is early, we are gearing up for Suds N Spuds 2026. Mark your calendars. It 
will be on Saturday April 25th. It will be overall the same as past years with beer tasting, 
potato bar for attendees and a black box chef competition similar to Chopped on Food 
Network. The great news is that we already have six vendors confirmed and waiting on more. 
We realize that not everyone loves beer so we are very excited to have Proof and God Bless 
Vodka attending this year bringing the seltzer and cocktail game to the party. God Bless 
Vodka is a couple of veterans from Hawley and Willmar that hatched a plan for this project 
while serving in Iraq. It is a super cool story in my opinion. In addition to Proof and God 
Bless Vodka, we currently have Drekker, Brockopp, Prairie Homebrew Companions, and 
Laughing Sun on board. I would bet that Mike from Laughing Sun will bring a seltzer as 
well since it was such a huge hit last year. Director’s Staff members will have tickets for the 
event very soon.
With the theme in mind, I am going to leave you with a parting quote. Beer is proof that 
God loves us and wants us to be happy. Although believed to be said by Benjamin Franklin, 
he never said it. In a 1779 letter, Benjamin Franklin wrote about rain feeding vines, saying, 
"...there it enters into the roots of the vines, to be changed into wine, a constant proof that 
God loves us, and loves to see us happy". While not Franklin's original words, the quote 
captures a sentiment about finding joy and divine presence in simple pleasures, making it 
a favorite for many who enjoy a good beer. I like the original quote better though, so I am 
sticking with that. Go and find joy in the little things and make sure that Suds N Spuds is 
one of those simple things this year!

Cheers,
Cal Braun
 

Misfits
Well, it’s a little too chilly for these 
little piggies to be cooking out 
but it’s not too cold for Misfits to  
challenge you guys to slat hockey. 
Sunday March 22, at 9 AM and 
1030 the misfits are challenging any 
and all takers in  Shrinedom. 
We beat the Provost last year and are 
willing to take on any challengers.  
Contact Mike Dow or Mike Rieck-
manif you’re interested in playing. 
Misfits are also paying for the  
misfits ladies and Nick’s chicks 
so if your wife’s girlfriends or sig-
nificant others are interested talk 
to Lisa Dow and she will get you  
coordinated to play with that team.



PAGE 4  •  Camel Tales  • February 2026

28304A  R4-23

Here for your full 
financial journey.

Nathan Hopper
Financial Advisor
720-938-8198
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HORIZONTAL:

1: Super Bowl team lineup

4: Super Bowl coach's plan

7: Super Bowl item

9: Super Bowl game starter

12: Super Bowl o�ensive strategy, not a pass

13: Super Bowl team's protector

15: Super Bowl event, brie�y

16: Super Bowl participant

18: Super Bowl team's strategic lineup

19: Super Bowl named play, a trick formation

VERTICAL:

2: Preparation process for Super Bowl

3: Super Bowl strategist, brie�y

4: Super Bowl halftime show feats

5: Super Bowl game o�ciator

6: Super Bowl defensive move

8: Super Bowl game segment

10: Super Bowl scoring play, brie�y

11: Super Bowl competitor unit

14: Super Bowl commercial debut strategy

17: Football �eld measure in Super Bowl

Super Bowl

CROSSWORD

What a wonderful way to begin 2026. The 
El Zagal Rednecks extend our heartfelt 
gratitude to the Imperial Sir, all Illustrious 
Sirs, the Nobility, and their Ladies for the 
warm hospitality and fellowship shared with 
us at the banquet. It was truly an evening 
that exemplified the spirit of camaraderie 
and brotherhood.
We would also like to congratulate Illustri-
ous Sir Chad Decker on an exceptional year 
of leadership and dedicated service, and to 
extend a warm welcome to Illustrious Sir 
Bruce Ridgeway as he begins his year. We 
look forward with great enthusiasm for the 
leadership and vision he will bring.
A significant accomplishment for the Red-
necks this year was the presentation of the 
Samsar Award to Waylon Boyer. This honor 
recognizes his outstanding leadership not 
only within the Rednecks, but also through-
out the Shrine. His continued partnership 
with Wheelchairs and Walleyes, his involve-
ment on the Circus Committee, and his un-
wavering commitment to service exemplify 
what true leadership is and should be. He 
has set a standard that inspires many.
We are also excited to share that planning 
is once again underway for the Redneck 
Hoedown. While still in the early stages, we 
are exploring new ideas and enhancements 
to make this year’s event even more memo-
rable. Please mark your calendars and watch 
for additional details, as we are planning for 
the Hoedown to take place on October 10th.

Keith Kaley

Rednecks

Your future is limitless.
Our offerings include Business Insurance,  
Employee Health & Benefits, Private Client Services  
and Retirement & Wealth.

MarshMMA.com
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Jamestown 
Clowns

Hello to all Nobles and Ladies,
2026!!! Now we’re closer to 2050 than 2000!!!
A new year means new leadership, and us 
Clowns are ready to get from under the 
heavy hammer of Andy. Welcome to the po-
dium Tory Anderson and of course he broke 
the gavel on the first blow!!  The power of 
the office must have an effect.  WOW, to be 
a Clown President!!!!! 
 The Annual Meeting in Fargo was well at-
tended, if you didn't make it, you lost out on 
all the fun.  Roast the Pote turned out to be 
a favorite of the crowd, as always, us Clowns 
made it happen. Thanks to Dave H. and his 
crew. WE ARE THE BEST UNIT IN EL 
ZAGAL!!!!!!! 
The Parade of Glory was quite a spectacle to 
be seen, Mystics.....we tip our hat.   Totally it 
was the best year for El Zagal ever.  We are 
proud to be a part of it. Illustrious Sir Bruce 
will lead us into a year of good times and 
welcome our own Mark in 2027.
This year will prove to be more fun, more 
positive, more constructive, more fruitful, 
more encouraging, more propitious, and 
rosier than what we've been part of so far in 
El Zagaldom. 
And our Clown meetings will be more at-
tended, with more attention, and with may-
be more ice cream at supper time!
I for 1[one] can't wait to see....Our confident 
and buoyant new president will be bounc-
ing in with an attitude like no other, he will 
just bring more, more, more, every month.  
Right? Tory.
Stag is Feb. 27 , 6pm.  The Spring Ceremo-
nial is June 5-6.  Hillbilly theme......What an 
insult to all the country bumkins. 
Rory T. thanks for stepping up to be over 
all person in charge of all parades. AND we 
have lots of them, I think I saw 35 on the 
agenda. Which is quite a few for 12 week-
ends. 

Thanks for 
Reading This......
Weezer..

Dusters
The Dusters are hitting the busy season.  The 
Winter MSA is in Grand Forks on Febru-
ary 13 and 14.  The Car Show is on March 
6 and 7.  The Circus is on April 10 and 11.  
The Spring Ceremonial is on June 5 and 6 in 
Jamestown.  The Shrine Bowl week is June 
14 through the 20th.  The ND Shrine Bowl 
is one of the best in the nation, raising over 
$135,000.  July 3 is a car show on the Capitol 
grounds for the 250-year celebration of our 
country.  The hope is to have 1,000 cars.  The 
Dusters will be part of that celebration.  
The Car Show and the Circus are our largest 
fundraisers.  We used that money last year, in 
part, to purchase $10,000 in adaptive chairs 
for the children receiving treatment at the 
Woodbury clinic.  We do good things and 
have a good time doing them.
Every Shriner should say at last once a 
month to a deserving person: "You would 
make a good Shriner."  There are Shiners out 
there that do not know they are Shriners!  
Let them know.  The tree does not grow far 
from the apple.
Ed Hasche, a former Duster, passed away.  
He was a kind and accomplished man whom 
I admired.  Being a Shriner is a lot about 
the relationships we make.  Ed was reason 
enough for me to be a Shriner, and he will 
be missed. 

Godspeed,
Tim

Mystics
Happy New Year everyone in El Zagal. 
Hope all is well. I can’t believe 2025 is in the 
books. The El Zagal Mystics had an amazing 
year. Thanks to all that helped make it hap-
pen. I feel that we are going to have another 
great year coming ahead.
 The El Zagal Mystics are back at it. In three 
days, we are having our second cash bingo, 
meat raffle, and a silent auction. We will let 
you know next month how it went. That’s 
right, the 15th Annual Mystics Gun Raffle 
tickets are out and ready to purchase. $100 
gets you great chances to win some great, 
high-end guns and cold cash. Get your tick-
ets now as they are selling fast. 
Fishing for a Cause Committee is working 
hard on the Seventh Annual FFAC Raffle. 
The tickets should be ready soon. More to 
come. 
Come one, Come All. The El Zagal Shrine 
Circus is coming to town. The Circus Chair-
man is working hard getting the troops sell-
ing ads for the circus book and getting ring 
sponsors. 
Kyle is working on parade units, oil changes, 
new paint, tires, and expanding legroom for 
our big guys. When he’s not ice fishing and 
losing his cell phone, that is. I can’t forget 
about our annual fish fry that will take place 
March 20th at Shadys banquet room and of-
fering car side to go. 
That’s all for now. Catch you next month. 
The El Zagal Mystics
Howard Weispfenning
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The El Zagal Shrine

Wild Game 
Feed

Saturday, February 21, 2026
5:00 pm - 9:00 pm

“Food served until gone”
Social and early bird games start at 4 pm

Grand Prize drawings at 9:00 pm

El Zagal Shrine
1429 3rd St. N. Fargo, ND

PRIZES
 1st Prize  $1000 Scheels Gift Card
 2nd Prize  $750 Scheels Gift Card
 3rd Prize  $500 Scheels Gift Card
 4th Prize  $250 Scheels Gift Card

*additional games and raffles throughout the night
**Must be 18 or older to participate in raffles

(proceeds benefit Temple operation only and is not a charitable donation)

$40.00 in advance
Limited Tickets so get yours in advance, tickets may not be available at the door.

(Need Not Be Present To Win)

Anyone 20 and under must attend with legal guardian. Anyone 20 and under must attend with legal guardian. 
All ages need a paid ticket.All ages need a paid ticket.  

Charlie	Skeel.		Passed	on	January	9,	2025 

2007	El	Zagal	Potentate	

	

	
(Submissions	may	be	sent	to	cameltales@elzagal.org)	

Carl Edward “Ed” Hasche
August 14, 1936 — December 31, 2025

Bismarck, North Dakota

(Families may send submissions to camelt-
ales@elzagal.org to list loved ones.)
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Todd Reamann
Financial Representative
Principal Securities Registered Representative
Financial Advisor
Member-Principal® Financial Network

200 E Main Ave Suite 204 | Bismarck, ND 58501
D (701) 751-2389 | F (866) 893-3844 | C (701) 425-1095    
reamann.todd@principal.com
www.principal.com/dakotas

http://www.elzagal.org//ez-in-a-minute
mailto:cameltales@elzagal.org
mailto:cameltales@elzagal.org
mailto:cameltales@elzagal.org
mailto:camelt-ales@elzagal.org
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mailto:reamann.todd@principal.com
http://www.principal.com/dakotas
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A written transcript of the article and video 
by Alix Larsen.
In this season of giving and generosity, a 
unique effort is uniting people far and wide.
Thousands of small “Bob Tops” are being 
collected as a memorial and to support a 
cause that helps others.  These tiny pieces are 
making a big difference, all inspired by the 
remarkable spirit of one local man.
“Every time I see a little top or someone 
hands me one, it always brings back memo-
ries,” says Chris Schmit.
People all over Oakes and around the globe 
are tearing off “Bob Tops” and saving them 
for Bobby Schmit.
“When I get a box in the mail from some-
where, I’m like, ‘Oh, wow-they’re saving 
all their tops and thinking about Bob, and 
it’s all going into a great purpose, too,” says 
Chris, Bobby’s brother.
The purpose is the El Zagal Shrine.
“The Ladies Auxilliary typically takes those 
pop tops and donates things like wheel-
chairs and walking aids-things like that-to 
the hospital,” says Chad Decker, Potentate 
of the El Zagal Shrine.
Dozens of people came out on Friday, De-
cember 19th, for the donation.  The goal 
was 1,000 lbs.  It takes about 1,100 tops per 
pound.
Bobby’s father-in-law, Troy Jacobson, a 
member of the Vikings Shrine from Gwin-
ner, says, “Every time one is ripped off, it 
means somebody was thinking of Bobby.  
That’s awesome.”
The way this began shows Bobby Schmit’s 
giving nature. 
“Back in the day, they had this little thing 
where if you filled a five-gallon bucket full 
of pop tops, you could get a free keg of beer,” 
says Lynn Jacobson, Bobby’s mother-in-
law.  Bobby and his friends started collecting 
tops, and when he started dating his future 
wife, Lexie, Lynn says, “Lexie said, “Oh, my 
grandpa collects those for the Shrine.”  Her 
Grandpa was Steve Jacobson, also a member 
of the Vikings.  
Instead of cashing in his full five-gallon 
bucket, Bobby brought it to Lexie’s grand-
father.
“At Christmas that year he walked into 
the house, handed it to Lexie’s grandfather 
and said, ‘Merry Christmas-give it to the 
Shrine,” Lynn recalled.

A Million Memories
for Bobby Schmit

Family and friends have been collecting 
since shortly after Bobby died in a farming 
accident nearly six years ago.  He was only 25. 

“He’s just a person you can never forget, and 
it means a lot that all these people still think 
of him and think of our family, because the 
grieving never stops.  So many people loved 
him, “ says Bobby’s widow, Lexie Thares.
The bin, overflowing with small, shining 
memories, shows a promise: to live like 
Bobby.
“Bobby had a heart of gold-he really did.  
He loved kids,”shares Lucas Jacobson, Bob-
by’s brother in law.  Lucas is also a member 
of the Vikings.
“Hard worker that could do anything for 
anybody,” says Chris.
“Bobby Schmit was a planner and a doer and 
a thinker,” says Lynn.
“Living life to the fullest and loving every-
one unconditionally, “ says Lexie.
Folks from across the street and around the 
world are sending “Bob Tops” to 
Oakes.
“We met a couple in Aruba, they 
sent us a box from England, 
we’ve got some from Ideaho, and 
we just got a box last week from 
Texas.  Sorority sisters of a friend 
sent them from Colorado-they’ve 
come from everywhere,” says Kim 
Schmit, Bobby’s mother.
“It’s everywhere we’ve gone.  Peo-
ple have handed us bags, and it’s 
been heartwarming that they remember 
him.  The love they feel for him and for us 
have lifted us,” Kim adds.  Bobby’s father, 
Doug Schmit, continues, “It keeps going 
on.”
Bobby’s widow, Lexie has remarried and has 
two young sons.
“Sometimes it gets brought up.  He sees a 
picture and asks,’Who’s that?’ I says, ‘That’s 
Bobby.  That’s someone Mommy loves a lot.’ 
I hope they grow up to be good humans-just 
like Bobby as,” says Lexie.
How many thoughts of Bobby are in this bin? 

“We were scared when we first got the tote 
that we weren’t going to be able to fill it,” 
says Chris.
Total-1,179,200 memories-roughly 1,072 
pounds, surpassing the goal.

“One million represent him very well be-
cause he always dreamed big, “says Lynn.
“It’s been amazing-so many thoughts of 
Bob that each one of these has brought, 
“says Kim.
“He would come up with ideas, and he would  
always follow through.  So to see the follow-
through on this is just great, “ says Lynn.
All of these are promises to never forget and 
“LLB-Live Like Bobby.

“Live Like Bobby means live every day to 
your fullest.  Don’t let any opportunity slips 
away,” says Lucas.
“Do everything that he would do, be kind, 
and live life to the fullest,” says Lexie.
The job isn’t done yet.  Friends and family will  
continue collecting Bob Tops.
If you want to get involved and send yours 
to the family, you can mail them to:
Kim and Doug Schmit
1203 N 7th St.
Oakes, ND  58474
A special thanks to Alix Larsen and her 
coverage of this story for us to help us keep 
Bobby’s memory alive.  
You can view the video on 
www.valleynewslive.com/2025/12/22/live-like-
bobby-millions-memories-makes-massive-do-
nation-el-zagal-shrine/

http://www.valleynewslive.com/2025/12/22/live-like-bobby-millions-memories-makes-massive-do-nation-el-zagal-shrine/
http://www.valleynewslive.com/2025/12/22/live-like-bobby-millions-memories-makes-massive-do-nation-el-zagal-shrine/
http://www.valleynewslive.com/2025/12/22/live-like-bobby-millions-memories-makes-massive-do-nation-el-zagal-shrine/
http://www.valleynewslive.com/2025/12/22/live-like-bobby-millions-memories-makes-massive-do-nation-el-zagal-shrine/
http://www.valleynewslive.com/2025/12/22/live-like-bobby-millions-memories-makes-massive-do-nation-el-zagal-shrine/
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James Valley Shrine Club 

Friday, February 27, 2026 • 6:00 pm to 11:00 pm 
at Masonic Lodge, Jamestown, ND 

 

BIG $PENDERS $TAG NIGHT 

SHRINE MEMBERS AND PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS ONLY 
$100 TICKET PRICE • HORS D’OEUVRES & DRINKS INCLUDED 

RIDES AVAILABLE!! CASH PRIZES & RAFFLES ALL NIGHT!!

16th Annual

YOUR ND SHRINE BOWL IS HAVING A RAFFLE 
One lucky winner can choose from 5 world class destinations:  

Tuscany, Bali, Dublin, Paris, Greece.
Two guests, 5+ night stay

ONLY 200 TICKETS SOLD   - $100 per ticket – prize package worth $5,500

DRAWING MARCH 31, 2026 
LIMITED TICKETS LEFT! ACT NOW! MARCH 31st IS COMING UP FAST

Link to the details;  https://www.ndshrinebowl.com/flyer-raffle-tickets/
Net proceeds benefit Shriners Children – Twin Cities

 
To get tickets, contact the following El Zagal Shrine Bowl members:

Jason Kaufman, Scott Schafer, Shane Heiberg, Kelly Linster, Mike Rieckman

Thank you for your help and support of Shriners Children – Twin Cities

Contact Colin @ 701-320-1622 or any James Valley Shrine Club member for tickets

https://www.ndshrinebowl.com/flyer-raffle-tickets/
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Hidy Ho everyone!  After a long and well 
sought after absence from these pages, and 
in the immortal words of that famous Ma-
son and leader of men, Douglas MacArthur, 
“I Have Returned!”
No doubt, this is a mystery to many of our 
new readers, meaning any member who 
hasn’t been here or joined prior to the last 8 
years or so.  You see, it was at that time that 
I was asked by the EMP leadership, their 
words not mine, to deliver a Camel Tales ar-
ticle against my will… or else.  No one ever 
informed me what “or else” consisted of, but 
one thing I knew, I could make them regret 
it.  I warned them, said I, that they would 
rue the day that they demanded that I write 
about the various and innumerable glories of 
the EMP against my will.
And thus, it came to pass that an article, so 
full of mockery and disdain, steeped in so 
much ridicule and hilarity, so utterly disre-
spectful of the hierarchy of the unit leader-
ship, came out as the unit's contribution to 
the Camel Tales.  
I was thus assured, having committed such 
heresy, I would never, ever, absolutely not, 
even under the pain of torture most severe, 
be asked to do so again.  As if that wasn’t 
what I was angling for all along.  Jeez people, 
buy a clue.
However, time, it seems, tends to cloud the 
memory and forgive old trespasses, to which 
I say (expletive deleted).   Consequently, it 
falls to me to deliver this message from the 
EMP to the nobility.
HEY!  We are having a spaghetti feed on 
the 28 of February at El Zagal!  We are do-
ing this to raise money so we can send driv-
ers and cars to both Pittsburgh and Omaha 
in support of Imperial Sir Matt Sturlagson 
and Lady Mandii.  Personally, all kidding 
aside, I can think of no two people who are 
better qualified to represent El Zagal at the 
highest level of Shrinedom or who are more 
deserving of support from us.  They deserve 
nothing less than all the support we can of-
fer!  It’s $10 a plate, but we will gladly accept 
free will above that.  Bring your family, bring 
your friends, buy a ticket to bring a snack 
home to your dog, heck, even bring people 
you don’t like if they are willing to donate to 
the cause, we’re not picky.  Swearsies!
Now if I really wanted to keep this writing 
gig, I would obviously know what time serv-
ing starts, but I don’t and I don’t. But if I 
had to guess, I would say around 5 PM and 
if I’m off on that, well, then that is what the 
Arabian Room is for.
Scotty
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HORIZONTAL:

1: Super Bowl team lineup

4: Super Bowl coach's plan

7: Super Bowl item

9: Super Bowl game starter

12: Super Bowl o�ensive strategy, not a pass

13: Super Bowl team's protector

15: Super Bowl event, brie�y

16: Super Bowl participant

18: Super Bowl team's strategic lineup

19: Super Bowl named play, a trick formation

VERTICAL:

2: Preparation process for Super Bowl

3: Super Bowl strategist, brie�y

4: Super Bowl halftime show feats

5: Super Bowl game o�ciator

6: Super Bowl defensive move

8: Super Bowl game segment

10: Super Bowl scoring play, brie�y

11: Super Bowl competitor unit

14: Super Bowl commercial debut strategy

17: Football �eld measure in Super Bowl

Solution

CROSSWORD

Steven Larson
BROKER - OWNER

Cell: 218-841-8533
E-Mail:slarson@arvig.net

www.atthelakes.com

TUESDAY NITE 
BURGERS
EVERY TUESDAY
5:30 T0 7 PM

mailto:E-Mail:slarson@arvig.net
http://www.atthelakes.com
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El Zagal Arab Patrol
Wine Tasting
Hors d ’oeuvres
Silent Auction

El Zagal Shrine Temple

Friday, March 20, 2026

YOUR TICKET #  
COULD WIN YOU A PRIZE

$500 Hornbacher’s Gift Card 
$250 Scheels Gift Card  
$100 West Acres Gift Card

1429 3rd Street North Fargo, ND

Open to the public, 21 & over

6:00pm to 8:30pm
Tickets: $25 in advance or $30 at the door

City of Fargo permit# FAR25-153. Not deductible as a charitable contribution.
Proceeds from the Wine Tasting benefit go to Arab Patrol operations only.
It does not benefit Shriners Children’s.

Advance tickets can be purchased from:
Arab Patrol members 
El Zagal Shrine office

El Zagal Arab Patrol
Wine Tasting
Hors d ’oeuvres
Silent Auction

El Zagal Shrine Temple

Friday, March 20, 2026
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6:00pm to 8:30pm
Tickets: $25 in advance or $30 at the door

City of Fargo permit# FAR25-153. Not deductible as a charitable contribution.
Proceeds from the Wine Tasting benefit go to Arab Patrol operations only.
It does not benefit Shriners Children’s.

Advance tickets can be purchased from:
Arab Patrol members 
El Zagal Shrine office
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$500 Hornbacher’s Gift Card 
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1429 3rd Street North Fargo, ND

Open to the public, 21 & over
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Advance tickets can be purchased from:
Arab Patrol members 
El Zagal Shrine office

heyY'all
KICK YOUR SHOES OFF & PUT YOUR BOOTS ONKICK YOUR SHOES OFF & PUT YOUR BOOTS ON

WE'RE HEADING TO

The Pote's Trip
F O R

w/ Bruce & Kimw/ Bruce & Kim

November
12-15
2026

bebb ree
Save The
Date
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Mike Hennebry
Executive Mortgage Officer

NMLS#: 1584104

1501 32nd Avenue South
Fargo, ND  58103

Phone: 701-356-1722
Fax: 701-356-1719

Toll Free: 800-872-6358

mike.hennebry@townandcountry.org
www.townandcountry.org

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3

Tuesday 
Burgers

4 5 6 7

8 9 10

Tuesday 
Burgers

11 12 

MSA
Winter

13

MSA
Winter

14

MSA
Winter

15 16 17

Tuesday 
Burgers

18 19 20 21

Wild Game
Feed

22 23 24

Tuesday 
Burgers

25 26 27
Ladies Stagette

James Valley
Shrine Club 

Stag

28

Spaghetti
Feed

UPCOMING EVENTS:
March 2026
March 3 – Tuesday Burgers
March 7 – Dusters Car Show
March 10 – Tuesday Burgers
March 14 – Saturday Burgers
March 17 – Tuesday Burgers
March 20 – Mystics Annual Fish Fry
March 20 – Wine Tasting
March 24 – Tuesdays Burgers
March 28 – Easter Party
March 31 – Tuesday Burgers    

 	
  	   	
	   	
  	   	

Trollwood Barbers 
Trollwood Village 

3105 N. Broadway
235-0194

Lori Ludlum, Owner

JIM ELLIOTT
Owner

P.O. Box 366  •  Moorhead, MN 56560
4101 32nd Ave South  •  Moorhead, MN 56561-0366

Home 218-233-4967
Phone 218-236-9920

Fax 218-236-9364
1-800-826-6652

“The Very Best In Nursery Stock”

Ole’s Nursery, Inc.
Hwy 10 E• Moorhead, MN 56560 

(218) 236-8590

3401 - 13th Ave. S..
Fargo, ND 58103
Near West Acres

293-3311

Premier Charter Service
Route 1, Box 220

Moorhead, Minnesota 56560

Phone: (218) 233-3404    Fax: (218) 233-5769

298-9898123 University Drive N
Fargo, ND 58102

NEIL JOHNSON

Oberg
                   Family Farms

Est. 1891

Chad Oberg 701-388-4901
Rick Oberg 701-388-4902

3592 110th Ave. N.
Moorhead, MN 5650

2139 100th Ave. N

Rich Maras
Regional VP of Sales

rmaras@jmprint.net
O: 701.476.0311
C: 701.730.1623

4666 S. Amber Valley Pkwy
Fargo, ND 58104

jmprint.net

Call or visit our website for a FREE QUOTE

Printing | Variable Data
Creative | Direct Mail
Promotional | Large Displays

701-298-9898
www.sirspeedyfargo.com

FEBRUARY 2026

Eastern Star website -
www.northdakotaoes.org

Scottish Rite Language Center -
www.ritecarefargo.org

Fargo Masonic Website -
https://www.fargomasoniccenter.org/

North Dakota Grand Lodge -
https://ndmasons.com/

Minnesota Grand Lodge -
https://mnfreemasons.org/grand-lodge/

mailto:mike.hennebry@townandcountry.org
http://www.townandcountry.org
mailto:rmaras@jmprint.net
http://www.sirspeedyfargo.com
http://www.northdakotaoes.org
http://www.ritecarefargo.org
https://www.fargomasoniccenter.org/
https://ndmasons.com/
https://mnfreemasons.org/grand-lodge/

