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POTENTATE’S MESSAGE
We “R” For The Kids!

Well, hello! It’s been a busy month 
of potentating. The months are 
flying by. My Lady Kim and I have 
been very busy attending as many 
Shrine events as we could. Let’s 
start with a huge shout-out to the 
Director’s Staff for putting another 
Suds N Spuds event in the books. 
I was able to be a food judge along 
with my Lady and enjoyed several 
fine potato-related dishes. They 
were all good, and it was hard to choose. A big 
thank-you to all who competed. The raffles were 
very popular again, with a lot of great items. I 
didn’t win any of the items I was interested in, 
but they all went to good homes. Oh, wait — my 
Lady Kim won me the Castle Danger package, 
including yet another sweatshirt. She made me 
promise I would get rid of one before I added the 
new one — I guess we’ll see about that. Thanks 
to all the vendors who came out to El Zagal to 
present their products.

My Lady and I attended the Ladies Auxiliary 
(WGA4Kids) Annual Meeting and Banquet 
in Woodbury this year. What a wonderful 
event where we learned all about the incredible 
fundraising that provides wheelchairs to patients 
when those needs are not otherwise covered by 
other Shrine fundraising efforts. El Zagal was 
well represented with a dozen of us there. We 
had the opportunity to tour the Clinic as well. 
What a fabulous facility, staffed by so many 
amazing individuals. If you haven’t been to the 
Clinic, make a point to get there!

Next up was this year’s Ladies Appreciation 
Luncheon, which was very well attended. Great 
food and YETI Bingo added to the fun! The 
Divan gentlemen had the pleasure of serving 
mimosas, Bloody Marys, and lunches. After the 
luncheon, we were able to sit in the Arabian 
Room for a bit and take in the Kentucky Derby. 
I’m not good at picking a horse, by the way — 
mine took a right turn and didn’t want to go 
left at all! Anyway, it was still fun and exciting 
to watch. That evening, we had our ’26 Potes 
Ball. This year’s honoree was Past Potentate 
Drew Likness and his Lady Pam. We enjoyed a 
Vegas-style theme, very nice hors d’oeuvres, and 
casino-style games! Some people did very well 
and were able to trade in their winnings for some 
very nice prizes. Thanks to my Lady Kim for two 
wonderful events in one day. She had some great 
friends helping her — thanks to you all as well!

We had our first Stated 
Meeting with an excellent 
dinner from Labby’s. Honestly, I would like 
to see our Stated Meetings better attended. 
All financials are presented, and we are open 
for business. I feel all unit presidents and/
or directors should make these meetings a 
priority. Several reports are given, from the 
Football Game and Circuses to the Cash 
Calendar process and more. Please make a 
point to attend these important meetings.

Spring Ceremonial is coming up fast. This year, 
it’s in Jamestown, as many of you know. Hillbilly 
theme! Again, unit participation at these events 
is key — and a lot of fun! My Lady and I are so 
looking forward to camping and seeing what our 
Clowns and Mystics have in store for us. We hope 
to have all of the parade units represented in the 
parade. The RDs do a wonderful job with their 
ceremonial presentation for us and our new nobles.

Grand Lodge Annual Communication is up next 
in Grand Forks. I have the great honor of fezzing 
one of El Zagal’s own as the next Grand Master 
of North Dakota — Bob Simmers, along with his 
Lady Carol. As many of you may already know, 
Bob is a Duster out of Bismarck and has been 
instrumental in getting their car show up and 
going. Super excited to be working with Bob as a 
Masonic ally in the future.

Shrine Bowl week follows in Mayville. Our Shrine 
Bowl here in North Dakota is one of the best in 
Shrinedom. El Zagal and Kem operate this multi-
day event together. We’re looking forward to 
meeting many of the players as well as the parents. 
I’ve been told that we will have our Imperial 
Potentate there, as well as our own Imperial Sir 
Matt Sturlaugson!

The fun doesn’t stop with football. Later in June, we 
will host the Here Comes Summer Party right here 
at our temple. It’s a great opportunity to share our 
facility with the public and provide some fun for 
the kids. It also gives us a chance to get our units 
and clubs together and showcase some of the ways 
we fundraise. That’s enough for now, huh? Thanks 
to everyone who has helped my Lady and me up to 
this point. We’re very grateful for all the support.

Yours in faith,
Bruce H Ridgway
El Zagal 2026 Potentate

Spring Ceremonial____June 5-6
Shrine Bowl___________June 20
Here Comes Summer Party__June 25  
Imperial Session_____July 12-16
MSA___________August 12-15
Pro-Am Golf Tourn.___August 19

http://www.ElZagal.org
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CIRCUS CHAIRMAN
Dear Nobles, Ladies, Units, Clubs, Volunteers, Sponsors, and Friends of El Zagal,
As the dust settles on another incredible El Zagal Shrine Circus, I want to take a moment to 
extend my heartfelt thanks to everyone who played a part in making the 2026 circus another 
outstanding success.

Year after year, the El Zagal Shrine Circus remains one of our signature events—not only 
because of the excitement and family memories created under the big top, but because of 
the tremendous teamwork and dedication that happens behind the scenes. From setup crews 
to ticket sellers, concession teams to volunteers, sponsors to entertainers, and everyone in 
between, this event simply would not happen without your hard work and commitment.

This year’s circus once again brought smiles to thousands of families across our region, 
creating unforgettable moments for children and adults alike. Seeing the joy on the faces of 
our guests reminds us exactly why this tradition has endured for generations.

A special thank you goes out to our Units and Clubs, our dedicated Nobles and Ladies, our 
volunteers, sponsors, FargoDome staff, ticket partners, and everyone who helped promote, 
organize, and execute the event. Your efforts—whether highly visible or quietly behind the 
scenes—made a tremendous impact.

Events like the El Zagal Shrine Circus do more than entertain—they help support the 
ongoing mission and operations of El Zagal Shrine, allowing us to continue the fellowship, 
traditions, and charitable spirit that define our fraternity.

Serving as Circus Chairman has been both an honor and a privilege, and I am incredibly 
grateful for the teamwork, passion, and pride that our El Zagal family brings to this event 
every single year.

Thank you for helping make the 2026 El Zagal Shrine Circus another tremendous success. 
Together, we continue a proud tradition—and we’re already looking forward to making our 
75th Anniversary Circus in 2027 even bigger and better.

With 
sincere appreciation,

Mike Hennebry
Circus Chairman
El Zagal Shrine Circus

 

mailto:info@elzagal.org
http://www.ElZagal.org
mailto:nathan.a.hopper@gmail.com
mailto:cameltales@elzagal.org
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Director's Staff
As usual, we are always up to something. It will be a summer of parades, competitions, poker, 
and more!
We are gearing up for parade and competition season as we speak. The ride team has set up 
weekly practice sessions and are looking forward to a great season. With the DS growing 
some riding members, we will hopefully have an eventful parade season as well.
Suds N Spuds proved to be a success! The event grew by quite a bit from last year thanks 
to the additional marketing efforts and the pre-party was a blast. We had a new participant 
and a new winner this year. God Bless Vodka won the People’s Choice award by a landslide. 
It is well deserved considering his product is excellent. Swing Barrel took second place, and 
Laughing Sun took third. The food was great and the black box competition was great as 
well!  Mike and Jon had that kitchen dialed in. Thank you to Illustrious Sir Bruce and Lady 
Kim, Chief Rabban Mark Kennard and Lady Bobbie and First Ceremonial Master Colin 
Wegenast and Lady Toni for judging the competition. I heard that it was hard to pick a 
winner since all the food was great. Also, thank you to everyone who worked and attended. 
It was excellent.
Suds N Spuds is not the only event that we hold on that day. We always have our Shriner 
5k the morning of Suds N Spuds as well. Beyond Running coordinates the event and this 
year was an all-time record for the run at 93 total runners! Talk about positive energy in 
the room! Thank you to Kevin from Sir Speedy for planning the route and helping with 
some banners and signs and to Mike and Jon for cooking an incredible breakfast for all the 
runners. Mike was asked for his ‘secret’ egg bake recipe, so I guess the secret is out.
With the success of our first poker tournament, we thought we should do another one. 
This time, it will be a two-day event on Friday night, October 23, and Saturday, October 
24. Friday will be for newer poker players to try their luck and learn how local poker 
tournaments work and Saturday will be a regular tournament. Put it on your calendar. 
Tournament times will be announced closer to the event.
With that, I will leave you with a quote from Penn Jillette. “Poker has the feeling of a sport, 
but you don’t have to do push-ups.” 

Cheers,
Cal Braun
 

Jamestown 
Clowns

Hello to All Nobles and Ladies,
Sorry I missed the May meeting, but I can still 
report.

The Spring Ceremonial is upon us! We in
Jamestown have been preparing for years 
for the best Ceremonial ever: cleaning and 
organizing, pruning and trimming trees, laying 
asphalt, digging holes, filling holes in, painting, 
remodeling, building things, looking for the 
best recipes, and decorating.
We have also been writing and directing skits 
that are so obscure you will not know you are 
watching one. Or you could be in one and still 
not know it.

Other reasons beyond my control forbid any
secure information from getting out to the
general population of El Zagal until the time 
is right. Everyone needs to get to Jamestown
Lodge #6 for this event on June 5 and June 6. 
Watch for emails.

In other news, parade season is coming, and we 
are scheduled for 37 parades—not as many as 
normal, but we should get good exposure for 
our unit, which is...

THE BEST UNIT IN EL ZAGAL!

I will have waaaay more next time, so keep in 
touch.

Thanks for Reading This......
Weezer

 

Prepared for digital newsletter use. Source information and images from official event website: msa2026.org 
. 

Upcoming Shrine Events 

Newsletter-ready copy with official event imagery 

 

 

MSA 2026: Grand Forks Welcomes the 95th Annual MSA 

Kem Shrine is excited to host the 95th annual MSA 2026 in Grand Forks, North Dakota. The summer session 
will bring Shriners, ladies, families, and the public together for fellowship, local tours, marketplace 
opportunities, competitions, and Shrine parades throughout the Grand Forks area. 

• Summer session dates: August 12-15, 2026. 
• Highlights include the Welcome Party, golf tournament, Shriner's Marketplace, tours, Shrine A Rama, 

and Shrine parade activities. 
• Registration is coordinated through each temple registrar, with registrations due to Kem by June 12, 

2026. 

Learn more: msa2026.org 
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EL ZAGAL DAY AT THE FM REDHAWKS
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Get-On-Board 
with Fargo Shriners and host Shaun Engelsrud! 

2026 WALLEYE CONNECTION:  Thursday JULY 16 to Sunday JULY 19 

Per Person Package Includes: 

Round trip motorcoach transportation…Three nights lodging…Two days guided walleye 
fishing…Eight meals…Rods…Reels…Bait…Tackle…Ice…Fish processing…All taxes… 

Special Rate = $775 per person 

$300 Deposit Saves Your Space Registration Deadline MARCH 31

 #218.634.1849       BallardsResort.com 

Departure site: FARGO, ND 

Destination: Ballard's Resort on Minnesota’s Lake of the Woods

REDNECKS
Well, somehow it’s already June — and what 
a way to kick off the summer season! First 
off, a huge shoutout to Illustrious Sir Bruce 
and Lady Kim for an absolutely outstanding 
Pote’s Ball. The laughs were nonstop, the 
fellowship was second to none, and the 
memories made will last long after the music 
stopped. What an incredible evening with 
some of the finest Nobles and Ladies around!
Now it’s time to pack the fezzes and head 
east to Jamestown for the Ceremonial! 
If the excitement and energy of the past 
few events are any indication, we’re in for 
another phenomenal weekend filled with 
fun, fellowship, and Shrine spirit at its 
finest. We can’t wait to reconnect with our 
amazing Shrine family and make even more 
unforgettable memories together.
Safe travels to all — we’ll see you soon in 
Jamestown!

Waylon

TUESDAY 
BURGERS
5:30PM to 7PM

EXCEPT ON STATED MEETING NIGHTS

Registration Closed
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Your future is limitless.
Our offerings include Business Insurance,  
Employee Health & Benefits, Private Client Services  
and Retirement & Wealth.

MarshMMA.com

Submissions: 

 

ü Submissions should all be sent to 
cameltales@elzagal.org. Please include 
accurate information, including all names and 
locations of those in the photos. 

ü Submission deadline for Camel Tales is the 
18th of each month prior. 

ü Submissions for the EZ in a Minute may be 
made anytime. Please allow one week for 
publication 

ü Photos should be of high quality .jpg, .gif, 
or .pdf. Please, no photos of photos. 
 

 

 

28304A  R4-23

Here for your full 
financial journey.

Nathan Hopper
Financial Advisor
720-938-8198

mailto:cameltales@elzagal.org
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Todd Reamann
Financial Representative
Principal Securities Registered Representative
Financial Advisor
Member-Principal® Financial Network

200 E Main Ave Suite 204 | Bismarck, ND 58501
D (701) 751-2389 | F (866) 893-3844 | C (701) 425-1095    
reamann.todd@principal.com
www.principal.com/dakotas

MYSTICS
Hello everyone in El Zagal, hope all is well. 
I can’t believe Memorial Day weekend is a 
week away, time is flying fast. Another busy 
month gone as the Mystics have been hard 
at it. Sweet Georgia Vidalia onions are here 
and gone. The Mystics sold 3,190 pounds 
of sweet onions! A big thanks to Grader, 
Beerman, Breadman and Gary O for shining 
again. 

People were calling and the phones were 
ringing off the hook for these fresh picked 
onions. The vice president Kyle,T and 
brothers are working countless hours on our 
parade units so we can make El Zagal proud 
like always. New paint, tires, a few clutches, 
and maybe new brakes on a few units. Thanks 
Kyle, I know they will be ready for the first 
parade that will be in June as we are hosting 
the spring ceremonial.

The Mystics are proud to sponsor fishing 
poles for Barnes County Wildlife take a 
kid fishing program, where every child gets 
a fishing pole as they teach them the safety 
techniques of fishing. The 15th annual gun 
raffle tickets are selling fast. If you haven’t 
got yours yet reach out to a Mystic brother 
so we can sign you up. Great chance to win 
20 high-end guns or five cash prizes. $100 
gets you a good chance to win.

Sir Colin has our Fishing For a Cause raffle 
tickets out. $20 for one or six for $100. 
(That’s our spring ceremonial special). Ask a 
brother for the special. Great chances to win 
some awesome prizes. Get your ticket soon.

That’s all for 
now. Hope 
everyone 
had a nice 
Memorial 
Day weekend. 
Catch you 
next month.
The El Zagal 
Mystics. Steven Larson

BROKER - OWNER
Cell: 218-841-8533

E-Mail:slarson@arvig.net
www.atthelakes.com

mailto:reamann.todd@principal.com
http://www.principal.com/dakotas
mailto:E-Mail:slarson@arvig.net
http://www.atthelakes.com
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2026 SPRING CEREMONIAL 

Honorees: Arlie Lind / Howard Weispfenning 
“Hillbilly Temple” Jamestown Lodge June 5th – June 6th, 2026 

Friday, June 5th – Dress Theme – Hillbilly 
9:00-9:45 Registration 4-person Scramble at Hillcrest Golf Course 
(Call for sign-up 701-252-4320, Golf is on your own Cost $62 includes green fees, cart & lunch) 
10:00 Shotgun Start 
4:30-6:00 Registration at the Lodge 
5:00-7:00 Meal for all/Pote’s Reception 
6:30-8:00 Hillbilly Games 
7:00-8:30 El Banjo (Hillbilly Bingo) 
9:00 Candidate vs Divan Contest 
6:30-10:30 Social at the Lodge, Entertainment and Games 
4:00-12:00 AM OR UNTIL DONE SHUTTLE BUS TO & FROM HOTEL ROGER HARRINGTON 701-251-8381 

Saturday, June 6th – Day Attire unit attire/all nobles wear fez, evening attire casual/all nobles wear fez 
8:30-9:00 Registration at the Lodge with Fez fitting for new candidates 
9:00-10:00 1st and 3rd section, ladies welcome @ Lodge 
10:00 Parade assembles downtown, lineup in front of City Hall (102 3rd Ave SE) 
10:30 Parade Step off 
11:15 New Ladies Orientation, Drift Prairie (121 3rd St NW) 
11:30-2:00 Ladies Social and Lunch, Drift Prairie 
12:00-12:45 Men’s Moslem Feast @ Lodge 
1:00-2:00 2nd Session – Nobles and candidates only @ Lodge 
5:30 Social at The Baymont – Casual Dress 
6:30 Dinner at The Baymont 
7:30 Fez Presentation, unit announcements, speakers & Honoree Program 

Hotel Information: (Contact the Hotel directly) 
• Rooms reserved at: Baymont by Wyndham – 701-252-3611 (Room rates for the weekend are $135 per

night (Double Rooms only). Block reserved until FRIDAY, MAY 1st, 2026, under Shriners Ceremonial.
Contact person: Dave Phillips.

• Camping also available at the Lodge Park!

Mail Registration and Payment of $150/person by 
MONDAY, MAY 11th, 2026, to: 

El Zagal Shrine 
1429 3rd St N 
Fargo, ND 58102 

Questions: Email ken.grenz@outlook.com or 
call Ken Grenz @ 701-320-7425 

 Ladies attending the Ladies Luncheon 
please call Andrea at the Temple for 

food count. 
701-235-7521

mailto:ken.grenz@outlook.com
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Imperial Potentate Brad T. Koehn and First Lady Cheryl and the 2026 Imperial Session 
Committee look forward to welcoming you to Tampa, Florida, for the 152nd Imperial 

Session of Shriners International. 

Where: 
Tampa Convention Center 
333 S. Franklin St. 
Tampa, FL 33602 

When: 
July 12-16, 2026 

Be Part of the Fun and Fellowship of Imperial Session in Tampa! 

Welcome to the official website for the 2026 Imperial Session in Tampa, Florida. Check our 
site often for updates on the schedule of events, All Nobility Evening, Ladies Luncheon, 
Marketplace, Shriners Zone, Parade and more.  

Tampa is known for its vibrant culture, beautiful waterfront and diverse attractions. The 
area also boasts stunning beaches, the scenic Tampa Riverwalk and historic Ybor City. 

At the 2026 Imperial Session, nobles, spouses and families from around the world will 
gather together to celebrate our great fraternity. We hope you can join us for the fun and 
fellowship! 

Imperial Session 2026 
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Show Your Fraternal Pride. 

Shop the Shriners International Official Store. 

 

We’re excited to invite you to explore the new Shriners International 
Official Online Store  — your trusted source for official merchandise 
designed exclusively for our members. 
 
The store features apparel and hats designed to celebrate our shared 
values and traditions, all in one convenient place. Every purchase 
directly supports the fraternity and its members. 

Enjoy 10% Off Your Order 

Use code OFFICIALSTORE10 at checkout 

Valid now through June 7 

 

Shop the Shriners Official Store Now 
   

Shopping for Imperial Session? 
Whether you're traveling from abroad or simply want a smoother 
experience, make it easier by ordering in advance and pick up onsite 
in Tampa, Florida. 
 
Place your order online and select pickup at Imperial Session in the 
Shriners Zone. Your items will be shipped to Shriners International 
Headquarters and ready for you when you arrive — no shipping 
concerns and no international delivery challenges. 
 
Start shopping today and represent Shriners International with pride. 
 
Imperial Session Pickup Details 
Orders must be placed by June 7 to qualify for onsite pickup. Enter 
Shriners International Headquarters as your shipping address for 
convenient pickup during Imperial Session in the Shriners Zone at the 
Tampa Convention Center, helping avoid international shipping 
delays, duties or tariffs where applicable. 
 
Enter the following in the "ship to" field: 
Name: Your name 
Company: Shriners Headquarters - DaSha Landry 
2900 Rocky Point Drive 
Tampa, FL 33607 
Phone: Your phone number 
Email: Your email 
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Mike Hennebry
Executive Mortgage Officer

NMLS#: 1584104

1501 32nd Avenue South
Fargo, ND  58103

Phone: 701-356-1722
Fax: 701-356-1719

Toll Free: 800-872-6358

mike.hennebry@townandcountry.org
www.townandcountry.org

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2

Tuesday 
Burgers

3 4 5
Spring 

Ceremonial

6
Spring 

Ceremonial

7 8 9
Tuesday 
Burgers

10 11 12

Grand Lodge 
Annual

Communication

13

Grand Lodge 
Annual

Communication

14

El Zagal Day 
at the FM 
Redhawks

15 16
Shrine 

Bowl Week

Tuesday 
Burgers

17
Shrine 

Bowl Week

18
Shrine 

Bowl Week

19
Shrine 

Bowl Week

20
Shrine 

Bowl Week

21 22 23

Tuesday 
Burgers

24 25

Here Comes 
Summer Party

26

Mystics 
Gun Raffle

27

28 29 30

Tuesday 
Burgers

UPCOMING EVENTS:
July 2026
July 7	 Tuesday Burgers
July 14	 Tuesday Burgers
July 21	 Tuesday Burgers
July 28	 Tuesday Burgers

Trollwood Barbers 
Trollwood Village 

3105 N. Broadway
235-0194

Lori Ludlum, Owner

JIM ELLIOTT
Owner

P.O. Box 366  •  Moorhead, MN 56560
4101 32nd Ave South  •  Moorhead, MN 56561-0366

Home 218-233-4967
Phone 218-236-9920

Fax 218-236-9364
1-800-826-6652

“The Very Best In Nursery Stock”

Ole’s Nursery, Inc.
Hwy 10 E• Moorhead, MN 56560 

(218) 236-8590

3401 - 13th Ave. S..
Fargo, ND 58103
Near West Acres

293-3311

Premier Charter Service
Route 1, Box 220

Moorhead, Minnesota 56560

Phone: (218) 233-3404    Fax: (218) 233-5769

298-9898123 University Drive N
Fargo, ND 58102

NEIL JOHNSON

Oberg
                   Family Farms

Est. 1891

Chad Oberg 701-388-4901
Rick Oberg 701-388-4902

3592 110th Ave. N.
Moorhead, MN 5650

2139 100th Ave. N

Rich Maras
Regional VP of Sales

rmaras@jmprint.net
O: 701.476.0311
C: 701.730.1623

4666 S. Amber Valley Pkwy
Fargo, ND 58104

jmprint.net

Call or visit our website for a FREE QUOTE

Printing | Variable Data
Creative | Direct Mail
Promotional | Large Displays

701-298-9898
www.sirspeedyfargo.com

JUNE  2026

Eastern Star website -
www.northdakotaoes.org

Scottish Rite Language Center -
www.ritecarefargo.org

Fargo Masonic Website -
https://www.fargomasoniccenter.org/

North Dakota Grand Lodge -
https://ndmasons.com/

Minnesota Grand Lodge -
https://mnfreemasons.org/grand-lodge/

EL ZAGAL TEMPLE
1429 3rd St N
Fargo, ND 58102

Return Service Requested
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