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POTENTATE’S MESSAGE
We “R” For The Kids!

Greetings, All!
Well, again it’s been a fun-filled 
month of Potentating! Thanks to our 
own Casey Schoer for organizing this 
year’s Here Comes Summer Party 
here at El Zagal. This is a great way 
to showcase our facility to the public. 
Plus, the kids get to enjoy inflatables 
and many games, along with hot dogs 
and snow cones!
The Shrine Bowl in Mayville was an amazing 
success. The patient/player day on Thursday was 
both humbling and inspiring. Seeing these kids 
playing and interacting together was incredible. 
Reminds you why we do what we do! The parade 
was Thursday. We spent Friday afternoon at 
Suite Shots, hitting golf balls with our attending 
patient ambassador, Brandon; his parents, Brian 
and Kathleen; Football Chair Jason Kaufman; 
Imperial Sir Matt and his Lady Mandii. Brandon 
is a pretty good stick, I might add. Myself ? Well, a 
little rusty. I need some more lessons.
Friday evening, Imperial Potentate Brad and his 
Lady Cheryl arrived, along with our Imperial 
Chaplain Brian and his Lady Nadyne. Lady Kim 
and I had the pleasure of hosting dinner for all 
three Imperial Sirs, their ladies, Brandon and 
his family, and Jason and his Lady Lisa. What 
a wonderful group of people and a huge honor! 
The games on Saturday didn’t disappoint. All the 
players are winners in this deal! More to come on 
the final amount raised. I do know it’s a big one.
The Vikings held a kids’ fishing event at Dead 
Colt Bay in Lisbon. Auston Creech and his crew 
did a fantastic job! Every kid got a fishing rod 

and reel, courtesy of Scheels. 
Many fish were caught, and 
the kids couldn’t wait to 
get their pictures taken in 
front of the Viking Ship!! 
The guys cooked hot dogs 
and burgers for everyone as 
well. Many raffles were held, 
including a couple for the 
grown-ups. The prizes were 
again courtesy of some nice 
discounts from Scheels.
The 2026 Imperial Session in 
Tampa was very memorable 
for many reasons. First, we 
marched in this year’s parade 
in Ybor City with a very nice 

banner that Illustrious Sir 
Brad Richards had made. 
Thank you, Illustrious Sir 
David, for delivering said banner safely to 
Florida. I know it was hot, and I want to 
thank you all for not killing me for suggesting 
we wear our hockey jerseys… We did look 
good, and we all lost a little weight!!
Illustrious Sir Blake Wrigley attained 

his emeritus status for Colorado this year. 
Congratulations, Blake! In a few short years, he will 
become emeritus in Iowa as well.
Congratulations to Brad Koehn and his Lady Cheryl 
on a successful year as Imperial Potentate. Larry Leib 
is our newly elected Imperial Potentate, and he’s 
already off and runnin’! Personally, as your Potentate, 
I had the honor of nominating our own Imperial Sir 
Matt Sturlaugson for the office of Imperial Assistant 
Rabban. Congratulations, Matt! All of us here at El 
Zagal are so proud of you and the work you do for 
Shriners.
I also had the pleasure of escorting Lady Mandii 
to the Imperial Ladies’ Luncheon. Wow! What an 
event that is, with over 1,800 ladies in attendance!
Lots of good legislation to report on from this year’s 
Imperial Session. More to come at the next stated 
meeting at El Zagal on August 11 at 7 p.m., with 
dinner at 6 p.m. Hope to see a good showing, Nobles. 
It’s important that you’re there!
Well, we weren’t home long… An hour after landing 
from Tampa, Shane Heiberg and I jumped in his 
truck and headed up to Ballard’s Resort for this year’s 
Old Bastard’s Fishing Trip! Yeah, we arrived at 1:45 
a.m., with breakfast at 7 a.m., and were in our boats
by 8 a.m. What a great way to spend a couple of days, 
catching walleyes, hangin’ with the guys, and drinkin’ 
a beer or two even! Thank you, Shaun Engelsrud, for
hosting/chairing such a wonderful event. It’s official, 
I’m an Old Bastard!!
August is busy! Mystics Fishing for a Cause is on 
August 8. The dinner and stated meeting are on 
August 11. Our Masonic Corn Feed here in Fargo 
is on August 12, and the MSA Summer Session in 
Grand Forks runs August 12–15. Looking forward 
to seeing all our MSA temples in attendance.
Nobles, I hope to see as many of you as possible at 
the next stated meeting. That’s all for now!

Yours in faith,
Bruce H Ridgway
El Zagal 2026 Potentate

Fishing for a Cause_____August 8
Corn Feed__________August 12
MSA___________August 12-15
Mystics 7th Annual 
Pro-Am Golf Tourn.___August 19
Bob Lucy Fish Fry_____August 28

TUESDAY 
BURGERS
5:30PM to 7PM

EXCEPT ON STATED MEETING NIGHTS

http://www.ElZagal.org
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Greetings Nobles!!!

Being a Mason and a 
Shriner affords us many 
opportunities for fun and 
fellowship. Lady Carol 
and I recently had the 
privilege of attending 
the Imperial Session in 
Tampa, thanks to an 
invitation from the Imperial Divan and the 
sponsorship of our El Zagal Temple. Our 
sincere thanks to Illustrious Sir Bruce and 
Lady Kim and the Divan for making us feel 
so very welcome.

More than 50 Grand Masters from around the 
world attended this year's Imperial Session. 
Two sessions were set aside for us to meet, 
exchange ideas, and discuss our experiences. 
It was an invaluable opportunity to strengthen 
relationships and expand our network of 
Masonic contacts.

During these discussions, we highlighted 
areas that we felt we need not to neglect in 
the future. Two areas that stood out were our 
physical infrastructure and our dues structure. 
The discussion centered around how these two 
are connected. Our dues structure has not kept 
up with the cost of living and consequently, 
our lodges and our temples are now playing 
catch-up with building maintenance and other 

issues. I am proud to report that our Temple 
under the leadership of Illustrious Sir Ringo 
has done a great job of identifying deficiencies 
and resolving them. I'm optimistic about our 
Temple and the maintenance plan they have 
in place.

There were many memories created on this 
trip. Certainly high on the list was the El 
Zagal night out where the Divan and the El 
Zagal delegates to include Imperial Sir Matt 
and Lady Mandii met for dinner. Our thanks 
to Chief Rabban Mark and Lady Bobbie 
for organizing the evening and to Illustrious 
Sir Bruce and Lady Kim for hosting us. The 
Ladies Luncheon was well attended and 
Illustrious Sir Bruce had the privilege of 
escorting Lady Mandii into the room. One 
of the most humbling memories will be the 
recognition of the Grand Masters at the 
Shriners International general session. We 
were introduced one by one to the general 
assembly and greeted by the Imperial Potentate 
Brad Koehn. But the icing on the cake was 
that Imperial Sir Matt came all the way across 
the stage to thank me for being there.

Once again, El Zagal Temple was well 
represented. PGM Dale Sandstrom served as 
parliamentarian, Past Potentate Blake Wrigley 
served as Outer Guard, and several other El 
Zagal Nobles served on various committees.

Once again, remember your 
Blue Lodge.  This is where it all 
started.  We are in this together 
and together we can have a 
brighter future.

We will be on the road again 
headed to Wyoming for their 
annual communication and 
then to the MSA. Hope to see 
you along the way as I travel for 
the good of the order.

Respectfully,
Bob Simmers
Grand Master
Grand Lodge of 
North Dakota A.F.&A.M.

GRAND MASTER

mailto:info@elzagal.org
http://www.ElZagal.org
mailto:nathan.a.hopper@gmail.com
mailto:cameltales@elzagal.org
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Director's 
Staff

 

REDNECKS
The Rednecks don’t have a whole lot of news 
to report this month, so we figured we’d use 
this space to share some exciting news with 
everyone — the announcement of our 2nd 
Annual Hawaiian Hoedown!

2nd Annual Redneck Hawaiian Hoedown

Get ready for the biggest Redneck event of 
the year! The El Zagal Rednecks invite all 
Nobles and Ladies to our 2nd Annual Redneck 
Hawaiian Hoedown on Saturday, October 10, 
at Jimmy's Lounge in Hazen.

The festivities kick off at 10:00 a.m. with a 
Bloody Mary Bar, followed by the Cornhole 
Tournament, and continue late into the evening, 
offering a full day of fun and entertainment. 
Enjoy music, dancing, a silent auction, 50/50 
raffles, and an exciting Virtual Hole-in-One 
Golf Tournament (bring your own driver if 
you'd like!).
Whether you come dressed in your favorite 
Hawaiian shirt, cowboy boots, or both, you'll 
be part of a one-of-a-kind event that blends 
island fun with genuine Redneck hospitality.

Mark your calendars, invite your friends, and 
join us for a day filled with laughter, Redneck 
camaraderie, and the true spirit of Shrinedom. 
We look forward to seeing everyone in Hazen 
for another unforgettable Hoedown!

Waylon

The Director's Staff competition team is still 
hard at work preparing for MSA. Our routine 
is really getting dialed in. If you're attending 
MSA, I invite you to stop by the competition 
field and see what competition looks like.
I’m going to throw a teaser out there. We have 
a new raffle coming up in the next couple of 
months that I think a lot of Shriners will 
appreciate. It will be a barrel of fun, one liter 
at a time. Stay tuned for more information.
With no other major news to report at the 
moment, I hope you all have an incredible 
month!
Cheers,
Cal Braun

Todd Reamann
Financial Representative
Principal Securities Registered Representative
Financial Advisor
Member-Principal® Financial Network

200 E Main Ave Suite 204 | Bismarck, ND 58501
D (701) 751-2389 | F (866) 893-3844 | C (701) 425-1095    
reamann.todd@principal.com
www.principal.com/dakotas

28304A  R4-23

Here for your full 
financial journey.

Nathan Hopper
Financial Advisor
720-938-8198

mailto:reamann.todd@principal.com
http://www.principal.com/dakotas
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IIMMPPEERRIIAALL  SSIIRR  MMAATTTT  FFUUNNDDRRAAIISSEERR
• YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A BOTTLE OF OLD RED FEZ 
BOURBON WHISKEY

• DISTILLED BY THREE CROSSES DISTILLING IN     
PARTNERSHIP WITH ACCA SHRINERS 

• ALL PROCEEDS WILL BE CONTRIBUTED TO THE 
IMPERIAL 2029 FUND 

• STOP INTO THE EL ZAGAL ARABIAN ROOM AND 
SIGN UP ON THE 1-100 BOARD FOR A CHANCE.  $20 
PER SQUARE.  STARTING  JULY 12TH

• IF YOU WANT AN OPPORTUNITY AND CAN’T GET 
TO FARGO, CALL MIKE R @ 701-388-7123 FOR 
VENMO INFO.

• DRAWING HELD AUGUST 11TH 2026

• CITY OF FARGO PERMIT # FAR26-63
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MYSTICS
Hello, everyone in El Zagal! I hope all is well.
The Fourth of July has come and gone. The 
Mystics loaded up and traveled north to 
Carrington to participate in its Fourth of July 
parade. It was amazing to see everyone who 
came out to celebrate this special holiday, rain 
or shine.
About an inch of rain fell in a short time 
during the parade, but it didn’t deter anyone 
from staying. I do think the Mystics should 
invest in some rain gear, though. I wonder 
whether Colin’s “swimming jeans” have dried 
out yet. Wow, did we get wet!
The Mystics are working hard to sell tickets 
for our seventh annual Fishing for a Cause 
raffle. Tickets are $20 each or six for $100, and 
each ticket gives you a chance to win one of 
42 prizes. Prizes include a Polaris Sportsman 
570 4x4 ATV, a Polaris Sportsman 110 EFI 
four-wheeler, cash, and much more. Get your 
tickets soon!
On July 10, we set up at Walmart, where we 
gave away free root beer floats and sold raffle 
tickets. Thanks to Beer Man, Grader, Robin 
H., Curtis Krapp, and Mark M. for selling 
tickets. They even secured a new sponsor for 
next year!
At the north end of town, Dave Roberts 
and the Breadman were selling tickets at the 
racetrack. Thanks, brothers! At this rate, we 
may need to print more tickets because they 
are selling fast.
The Wimbledon Palooza parade is July 18. 
Kyle is preparing our parade unit by changing 
out a motor, adjusting the brakes, and possibly 
installing a new chain. Thanks, Kyle! I know 
we will be ready, as always.
Our local Buffalo Days parade will be held 
July 25. This will be an all-hands-on-deck 
event. You might even see our Fishing for a 
Cause boat!
Last Tuesday, July 7, the Mystics took a “Trip 
on a Tankful” to the Twisted Trough for 
supper. Twenty Shriners made the trip, and 
everyone had a good time. We also met a few 
people who 
are interested 
in becoming 
Shriners.
That’s all for 
now.

El Zagal 
Mystics

Steven Larson
BROKER - OWNER

Cell: 218-841-8533
E-Mail:slarson@arvig.net
www.atthelakes.com

Your future is limitless.
Our offerings include Business Insurance,  
Employee Health & Benefits, Private Client Services  
and Retirement & Wealth.

MarshMMA.com

mailto:E-Mail:slarson@arvig.net
http://www.atthelakes.com
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❄  •  ❄  •  ❄	

The 2027 El Zagal Spring Ceremonial is headed to The Island of Misfit Toys, and plans are already coming 
together for a memorable weekend filled with fun, fellowship, and plenty of surprises. Mark your calendars for 
June 4th and 5th, 2027, and get ready to enjoy a ceremonial weekend unlike any other.	

More details will be coming soon about the full schedule of activities, meals, entertainment, hospitality, and 
special events planned throughout the weekend. There will be something for everyone, with plenty of 
opportunities to reconnect with old friends, welcome new Nobles, and celebrate the fellowship that makes El 
Zagal so special.	

And yes, the Reindeer Games are coming! Expect a lively evening of friendly competition, laughter, and creative 
challenges inspired by the Island of Misfit Toys. Start assembling your team, brushing up on your toy-making 
skills, and preparing for a weekend where everyone fits in.	

Watch for registration information and additional announcements in the months ahead. We look forward to 
seeing you on the Island!	

There will be a limited number of camper spots available in the Masonic parking lot. Please let me know by 
email as soon as possible if you will need a spot, I expect the parking lot to fill up quickly.	

Camper reservations: islandofmisfittoys@springceremonial27.org	

	

 

Prepared for digital newsletter use. Source information and images from official event website: msa2026.org 
. 

Upcoming Shrine Events 

Newsletter-ready copy with official event imagery 

 

 

MSA 2026: Grand Forks Welcomes the 95th Annual MSA 

Kem Shrine is excited to host the 95th annual MSA 2026 in Grand Forks, North Dakota. The summer session 
will bring Shriners, ladies, families, and the public together for fellowship, local tours, marketplace 
opportunities, competitions, and Shrine parades throughout the Grand Forks area. 

• Summer session dates: August 12-15, 2026. 
• Highlights include the Welcome Party, golf tournament, Shriner's Marketplace, tours, Shrine A Rama, 

and Shrine parade activities. 
• Registration is coordinated through each temple registrar, with registrations due to Kem by June 12, 

2026. 

Learn more: msa2026.org 

 

 

Submissions: 

 

ü Submissions should all be sent to 
cameltales@elzagal.org. Please include 
accurate information, including all names and 
locations of those in the photos. 

ü Submission deadline for Camel Tales is the 
18th of each month prior. 

ü Submissions for the EZ in a Minute may be 
made anytime. Please allow one week for 
publication 

ü Photos should be of high quality .jpg, .gif, 
or .pdf. Please, no photos of photos. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:islandofmisfittoys@springceremonial27.org
mailto:cameltales@elzagal.org
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Show Your Fraternal Pride. 

Shop the Shriners International Official Store. 

 

We’re excited to invite you to explore the new Shriners International 
Official Online Store  — your trusted source for official merchandise 
designed exclusively for our members. 
 
The store features apparel and hats designed to celebrate our shared 
values and traditions, all in one convenient place. Every purchase 
directly supports the fraternity and its members. 

Enjoy 10% Off Your Order 

Use code OFFICIALSTORE10 at checkout 

Valid now through June 7 

 

Shop the Shriners Official Store Now 
   

Shopping for Imperial Session? 
Whether you're traveling from abroad or simply want a smoother 
experience, make it easier by ordering in advance and pick up onsite 
in Tampa, Florida. 
 
Place your order online and select pickup at Imperial Session in the 
Shriners Zone. Your items will be shipped to Shriners International 
Headquarters and ready for you when you arrive — no shipping 
concerns and no international delivery challenges. 
 
Start shopping today and represent Shriners International with pride. 
 
Imperial Session Pickup Details 
Orders must be placed by June 7 to qualify for onsite pickup. Enter 
Shriners International Headquarters as your shipping address for 
convenient pickup during Imperial Session in the Shriners Zone at the 
Tampa Convention Center, helping avoid international shipping 
delays, duties or tariffs where applicable. 
 
Enter the following in the "ship to" field: 
Name: Your name 
Company: Shriners Headquarters - DaSha Landry 
2900 Rocky Point Drive 
Tampa, FL 33607 
Phone: Your phone number 
Email: Your email 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1

2 3 4
Tuesday 
Burgers

5 6 7 8
Mystics 

7th Annual 
Fishing for a 

Cause

9 10 11
Stated 

Meeting
No Tuesday 

Burgers

12
Corn Feed

MSA

13

MSA

14

MSA

15

MSA

16 17 18

Tuesday 
Burgers

19

ProAm

20 21 22

23 24 25
Tuesday 
Burgers

26 27 28
Bob Lucy 
Fish Fry

29

UPCOMING EVENTS:
September 2026
September 1 - Tuesday Burgers
September 8 - Tuesday Burgers
September 10 - Bierstube
September 14 - Divan Meeting
September 15 - Tuesday Burgers
September 22 - Tuesday Burgers
September 29 - Tuesday Burgers

Trollwood Barbers 
Trollwood Village 

3105 N. Broadway
235-0194

Lori Ludlum, Owner

JIM ELLIOTT
Owner

P.O. Box 366  •  Moorhead, MN 56560
4101 32nd Ave South  •  Moorhead, MN 56561-0366

Home 218-233-4967
Phone 218-236-9920

Fax 218-236-9364
1-800-826-6652

“The Very Best In Nursery Stock”

Ole’s Nursery, Inc.
Hwy 10 E• Moorhead, MN 56560 

(218) 236-8590

3401 - 13th Ave. S..
Fargo, ND 58103
Near West Acres

293-3311

Premier Charter Service
Route 1, Box 220

Moorhead, Minnesota 56560

Phone: (218) 233-3404    Fax: (218) 233-5769

298-9898123 University Drive N
Fargo, ND 58102

NEIL JOHNSON

Oberg
                   Family Farms

Est. 1891

Chad Oberg 701-388-4901
Rick Oberg 701-388-4902

3592 110th Ave. N.
Moorhead, MN 5650

2139 100th Ave. N

Rich Maras
Regional VP of Sales

rmaras@jmprint.net
O: 701.476.0311
C: 701.730.1623

4666 S. Amber Valley Pkwy
Fargo, ND 58104

jmprint.net

Call or visit our website for a FREE QUOTE

Printing | Variable Data
Creative | Direct Mail
Promotional | Large Displays

701-298-9898
www.sirspeedyfargo.com

AUGUST  2026

Eastern Star website -
www.northdakotaoes.org

Scottish Rite Language Center -
www.ritecarefargo.org

Fargo Masonic Website -
https://www.fargomasoniccenter.org/

North Dakota Grand Lodge -
https://ndmasons.com/

Minnesota Grand Lodge -
https://mnfreemasons.org/grand-lodge/

EL ZAGAL TEMPLE
1429 3rd St N
Fargo, ND 58102

Return Service Requested

30 31

mailto:rmaras@jmprint.net
http://www.sirspeedyfargo.com
http://www.northdakotaoes.org
http://www.ritecarefargo.org
https://www.fargomasoniccenter.org/
https://ndmasons.com/
https://mnfreemasons.org/grand-lodge/

