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POTENTATE’S MESSAGE
We “R” For The Kids!

Well, again, it’s been a busy month 
of potentating! We were able to 
Cold Sands a new noble, John 
Jorgenson, with his first-line signer, 
Illustrious Sir Bob Wedberg. John 
is Bob’s neighbor and knows many 
members of our own Provost Guard.

Next up, we headed back to 
Jamestown for Fishin’ For A 
Cause. What a wonderful event put on by our 
Jamestown Mystics! The event was held at Lazy 
Fish at Pelican Point Landing on the Jamestown 
Reservoir. This was the seventh annual event, 
and the Mystics knocked it out of the park: They 
sold out all of their raffle tickets! Fishin’, food, 
games, bubbles and bouncy fun were all part of 
the day. More than 40 fantastic items donated 
by the community were given away to lots of 
lucky winners. My Lady Kim and I had a really 
good time. Thanks to all the hardworking Mystic 
nobles and their ladies for putting on such a fun-
filled event! We can’t wait to go back out for the 
eighth annual.

Now for some Masonic news. Worshipful Bob 
Simmers is hard at work spreading the word 
and bringing more attention to Masonry. We all 
know that before you can become a Shriner, you 
first have to be a Mason. Well, a lot of people 
don’t! Bob has assembled a team to raise funds 
and spend time building a process so that we can 
do just that: get the word out about Masonry. 
We have another meeting this September to 
keep up the momentum from our first meeting 
just a couple of weeks ago. If you attended the 
last stated meeting, our Grand Master spoke 
about this very topic. We’re just getting started, 

and we’re asking our nobility to start 
thinking about this year’s Parade to 
Glory and about donating to this 
very important cause. More to come.

Since we’re talking about Masonry, 
we just had our Masonic Corn Feed 
here at El Zagal. I ate my weight in 
corn and enjoyed all the company 
this event brings. Thank you to all 
involved in this event. Well done!

Lastly, we just finished up with this 
year’s MSA in Grand Forks. First, 

huge congratulations to 
Kem Shrine for hosting 
this year’s festivities. It 
was a very well-thought-out event, with 
something for everyone, from local tours, 
golfing and shooting to some friendly 
competitions. It all started Wednesday 
night, followed by a parade in Crookston, 
Minn., on Thursday night. Bright 

and early Friday morning, the Motor Corps 
competition was held. Our very own Director’s 
Staff competed in the 2-wheel heavy class, and 
they didn’t disappoint. For many of our riders, 
it was their first-ever competition. I enjoyed 
watching their new routine. I’m sure there will 
be more to come in this month’s Director’s Staff 
article in Camel Tales about this year’s MSA.

El Zagal also had a couple of cornhole teams 
in this year’s MSA. Tim Dawson and I (Team 
A) got clobbered. But Team B, Waylon Boyer
and Illustrious Sir Travis Will, did quite well!
They made it to the championship match, held
during Shrine-A-Rama for all to see: El Zagal
vs. Kem! Well, we didn’t win the match, but fun
was had by all! What a great evening. We got a
great group photo. Look at it below! Saturday
morning, the rain stopped just in time for us to
enjoy a huge parade in downtown Grand Forks
to close out this year’s MSA.

Up next is El Zagal’s Pro-Am golf tournament at 
Oxbow. Then it’s another trip out to Jamestown 
for the Bob Lucy Fish Fry. Soon after that, the 
famous Bierstube will be held here in Fargo. 
And before you know it, October will be here, 
bringing the Crab Feed. Be sure to get out there 
and join in the fun and entertainment!
That’s all for now. 
Yours in faith,
Bruce H. Ridgway
El Zagal 2026 Potentate

Bierstube___________September 10
Crab Feed_____________October 2
Purses and Pistols Bingo__October 3
Hawaiian Hoedown____October 10
Torsk Dinner__________October 10

TUESDAY 
BURGERS
5:30PM to 7PM

EXCEPT ON STATED MEETING NIGHTS
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Greetings, Nobles:
Isn't it funny how 
summer just slips away? 
Here we are in the middle 
of August, and the kids 
are preparing for school 
and, in some cases, have 
already started. Where 
did the summer go?
We recently attended the MSA in Grand 
Forks. Kem Temple did an excellent job 
hosting this annual event. It was a great three 
days of fun, food and fellowship. If you have 
never attended an MSA, you need to add that 

to your bucket list. It is an experience you will 
never forget.
We at your Grand Lodge have been busy 
making new brothers. On August 8, there was 
a “one-day” class held in Edgeley. On that long 
and fruitful day, we raised five new Masons. 
Membership lies in the hands of the members. 
You are the ones who have community and 
social connections. It is you who can single out 
qualified candidates and recommend them for 
membership in our fraternal organizations. It 
is you who can help build a better lodge, thus 
laying the foundation for new Nobles who 
will serve the fraternity well. When was the 
last time you signed a petition for a new or 
prospective brother?
We are preparing for the Grand Lodge's first 
Quarterly Meeting, to be held at the Minot 
Masonic Center on September 26. If you have 
any items you feel we should address, please 
contact me.

Respectfully,
Bob Simmers
Grand Master
Grand Lodge of 
North Dakota A.F.&A.M.

GRAND MASTER

28304A  R4-23

Here for your full 
financial journey.

Nathan Hopper
Financial Advisor
720-938-8198

                 

Richard "Dick" J. Hall 
August 8, 1942 — March 26, 2026 

Moorhead, MN 
 

Robert Richard "Bob" Walton, Sr 
October 15, 1932 — March 16, 2026 

Moorhead, MN 
 
 

(Families	may	send	submissions	to	cameltales@elzagal.org	to	list	loved	ones.)	

Harold ‘Hal’ Peterson
December 25, 1939 - Aug 13, 2026

Bismarck, ND

Thomas Lee
Feb 4, 1980 — Aug 21, 2026

Hazen, ND

Donavan Eck
Oct 4, 1940 — Aug 19, 2026

Bismarck, ND

mailto:info@elzagal.org
http://www.ElZagal.org
mailto:nathan.a.hopper@gmail.com
mailto:cameltales@elzagal.org
mailto:cameltales@elzagal.org
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Lewis & Clark RV Park — Hazen
Located roughly two blocks south of the 
Hoedown site. We are currently coordinating 
with the Park Board to secure spaces for 
Shriners.
701-748-2267
www.hazenparks.com
Antelope Creek RV Park — Hazen
701-748-2267
www.hazenparks.com
Both Hazen RV parks offer comfort stations 
on-site for added convenience.
We are also working on transportation 
arrangements for Nobles staying in both 
Hazen and Beulah.
If needed, we will once again enlist a few 
willing Rednecks to help shuttle attendees 
back and forth, just as we did last year.
Our goal is simple: Make sure everyone can 
attend, enjoy the Hoedown and not have to 
worry about getting to and from their lodging.
October 10 will be here before we know it.
Get your rooms reserved, dust off those 
Hawaiian shirts and get ready for another 
outstanding Shriners adventure!
See you all at the Hawaiian Hoedown!
-Waylon

Waylon

REDNECKS
Well, a few of the Rednecks are finally home 
and rested after Grand Forks, and what a 
phenomenal adventure it was!
While we were there, we took in the Bee 
Keeper Degree from Wa Wa and the Hillbilly 
Degree from Packerland Clan #181. A few of 
us even experienced the unforgettable, and very 
unofficial, BLT Sandwich Degree, courtesy of 
one of El Zagal’s own.
Nothing about this weekend was short of 
amazing. Great people, great brotherhood and 
plenty of laughs.
HAWAIIAN HOEDOWN
For all Nobles planning to attend this year’s 
Hawaiian Hoedown, here are some convenient 
lodging options in the area:
Roughrider Motor Inn — Hazen
Dated, but clean and right in town.
701-748-2209
Cobblestone Hotel — Beulah
One of the nicest hotel options in the area.
701-873-2370
AmericInn — Beulah
Another solid option just down the road.
701-873-2220

Todd Reamann
Financial Representative
Principal Securities Registered Representative
Financial Advisor
Member-Principal® Financial Network

200 E Main Ave Suite 204 | Bismarck, ND 58501
D (701) 751-2389 | F (866) 893-3844 | C (701) 425-1095    
reamann.todd@principal.com
www.principal.com/dakotas

http://www.hazenparks.com
http://www.hazenparks.com
mailto:reamann.todd@principal.com
http://www.principal.com/dakotas
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JAMESTOWN 
CLOWNS

Hello to all Nobles and Ladies,
Now September is here. Our August meeting 
was an extremely informative meeting. Things 
seem to get intense in the fall.
The “PATCH” is next on our list, September 19 
through October 18.
The MEDINA Parade is Sept. 12. It starts at 
10:30 a.m.; lineup begins at 9:30. Craig and 
Debbie are hosts. It should be a good one. It is 
our 26th parade of the 2026 season.
August 28 is the infamous Bob Lucy Fish Fry. 
Rod and his crew are getting things lined up as 
we speak. It should be a night to remember. I was 
thinking Rod is a good name for a fishing guy, 
probably an Ugly Stick.
Tory ran another meeting like unseen in 
Clowndom. He is over the halfway mark and still 
passionate, vehement, fervent and animated, as 
he demonstrated by moving our table and chairs 
around. Thumbs up to Tory!!
I, however, was told about the non-article in 
the August Camel Tales, so if you have been 
wondering, keep reading.
August report:
August is here. Our July meeting was very 
informative, as Jack told us Tory was home 
sick with fever and throwing up and maybe 
diarrhea, and Jack was laughing so hard it was 
uncomfortable to listen to.
Rory took the meeting to a new level. We 
discussed everything on the agenda at length 
and voted on several issues. Several people gave 
reports on upcoming parades. Finally, people 
started walking out, and it was over. It was 7:10.
Shrine Club was a complete success, and also my 
67th birthday. The “PATCH” is getting weed-
free slowly but surely.
The parade in Wimbledon was a hit. Al Gering 
was a marvelous host. The Water Carnival Parade 
was as wet as ever. After you are soaked, how 
much wetter can you get? Thanks to the Color 
Guard for their hospitality, as always. If this 
comes out after the Buffalo City Parade, it was 
fantastic. Thanks to Jack for being host. Clown 
for a Night is getting worked on. Thanks to Dave 
and Chuck, you guys are great!!! Which brings 
us to: WE ARE THE BEST UNIT IN EL 
ZAGAL!!!!!!
Thanks for reading this... 
Weezer.

Your future is limitless.
Our offerings include Business Insurance,  
Employee Health & Benefits, Private Client Services  
and Retirement & Wealth.

MarshMMA.com
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❄  •  ❄  •  ❄	

The 2027 El Zagal Spring Ceremonial is headed to The Island of Misfit Toys, and plans are already coming 
together for a memorable weekend filled with fun, fellowship, and plenty of surprises. Mark your calendars for 
June 4th and 5th, 2027, and get ready to enjoy a ceremonial weekend unlike any other.	

More details will be coming soon about the full schedule of activities, meals, entertainment, hospitality, and 
special events planned throughout the weekend. There will be something for everyone, with plenty of 
opportunities to reconnect with old friends, welcome new Nobles, and celebrate the fellowship that makes El 
Zagal so special.	

And yes, the Reindeer Games are coming! Expect a lively evening of friendly competition, laughter, and creative 
challenges inspired by the Island of Misfit Toys. Start assembling your team, brushing up on your toy-making 
skills, and preparing for a weekend where everyone fits in.	

Watch for registration information and additional announcements in the months ahead. We look forward to 
seeing you on the Island!	

There will be a limited number of camper spots available in the Masonic parking lot. Please let me know by 
email as soon as possible if you will need a spot, I expect the parking lot to fill up quickly.	

Camper reservations: islandofmisfittoys@springceremonial27.org	

	

mailto:islandofmisfittoys@springceremonial27.org
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WWiilldd  GGaammee  ffeeeedd  22002277  
ffeebbrruuaarryy  2200tthh    

 

CallinG all nobles and ladies.  We are 
lookinG for donations and people to 

help With one of the year’s finest 
tastinG temple fund raisers. 

mmeeeettiinnGGss    
ooCCttoobbeerr  2277tthh  @@  66::3300  ppmm  

nnoovveemmbbeerr  2244tthh  @@  66::3300  ppmm  
ddeeCCeemmbbeerr  1155tthh  @@  66::3300  ppmm  

JJaannuuaarryy  55tthh  @@  66::3300  ppmm  
JJaannuuaarryy  2266tthh  @@  66::3300  ppmm  
ffeebbrruuaarryy  99tthh  @@  66::3300  ppmm  

pprreepp  WWeeeekk  iiss  ffeebbrruuaarryy  1155tthh  ––  1199tthh    
  

Make sure to put the Wild Game Feed on your Unit or Club’s agenda and make a 
point of attending WGF meetings.  Each year we ask units and clubs to donate cash 
towards the purchase of a raffle item, our buying power goes a lot farther if we can 

purchase everything at the same time. 
 

Contact Mike Hennebry at m.f.hennebry@gmail.com or 701-238-3573 with 
donations, volunteering or tickets. 

 
 
 
 

 

FAMOUS ANNUAL 
TORSK DINNER 

Saturday, October 10, 2026 
5:30 – 9:00 pm 

 

USW Local 560 Union Hall  
402 Eagle Lane, Gwinner, ND 

 
 
 

$25.00 per Person 
(Ticket price is not tax deductible) 

Takeout is Available 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sponsored by:  
EEll  ZZaaggaall  VViikkiinngg  
SShhrriinnee  PPaattrrooll 

Submissions: 

 

ü Submissions should all be sent to 
cameltales@elzagal.org. Please include 
accurate information, including all names and 
locations of those in the photos. 

ü Submission deadline for Camel Tales is the 
18th of each month prior. 

ü Submissions for the EZ in a Minute may be 
made anytime. Please allow one week for 
publication 

ü Photos should be of high quality .jpg, .gif, 
or .pdf. Please, no photos of photos. 
 

 

 

Steven Larson
BROKER - OWNER

Cell: 218-841-8533
E-Mail:slarson@arvig.net
www.atthelakes.com

mailto:m.f.hennebry@gmail.com
mailto:cameltales@elzagal.org
mailto:E-Mail:slarson@arvig.net
http://www.atthelakes.com
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1

Tuesday 
Burgers

2 3 4 5

6 7 8
Tuesday 
Burgers

9 10 

Bierstube

11 12

Septoberfest 
(Detroit Lakes)

13

Fly-In & 
Drive-In

14

Divan 
Meeting

15
Tuesday 
Burgers

16 17 18 19

20 21 22

Tuesday 
Burgers

23 24 25 26

27 28 29
Tuesday 
Burgers

30

UPCOMING EVENTS:
October 2026
October 2 – Crab Feed
October 3 – Purses & Pistols Bingo
October 10 – Hawaiian Hoedown, 
	              Hazen
October 10 – Torsk Dinner, Gwinner
October 13 – Divan Meeting
October 13 – Appreciation Dinner, 
	              Fargo
October 15 – Appreciation Dinner, 
	              Bismarck

Trollwood Barbers 
Trollwood Village 

3105 N. Broadway
235-0194

Lori Ludlum, Owner

JIM ELLIOTT
Owner

P.O. Box 366  •  Moorhead, MN 56560
4101 32nd Ave South  •  Moorhead, MN 56561-0366

Home 218-233-4967
Phone 218-236-9920

Fax 218-236-9364
1-800-826-6652

“The Very Best In Nursery Stock”

Ole’s Nursery, Inc.
Hwy 10 E• Moorhead, MN 56560 

(218) 236-8590

3401 - 13th Ave. S..
Fargo, ND 58103
Near West Acres

293-3311

Premier Charter Service
Route 1, Box 220

Moorhead, Minnesota 56560

Phone: (218) 233-3404    Fax: (218) 233-5769

298-9898123 University Drive N
Fargo, ND 58102

NEIL JOHNSON

Oberg
                   Family Farms

Est. 1891

Chad Oberg 701-388-4901
Rick Oberg 701-388-4902

3592 110th Ave. N.
Moorhead, MN 5650

2139 100th Ave. N

Rich Maras
Regional VP of Sales

rmaras@jmprint.net
O: 701.476.0311
C: 701.730.1623

4666 S. Amber Valley Pkwy
Fargo, ND 58104

jmprint.net

Call or visit our website for a FREE QUOTE

Printing | Variable Data
Creative | Direct Mail
Promotional | Large Displays

701-298-9898
www.sirspeedyfargo.com

SEPTEMBER  2026

Eastern Star website -
www.northdakotaoes.org

Scottish Rite Language Center -
www.ritecarefargo.org

Fargo Masonic Website -
https://www.fargomasoniccenter.org/

North Dakota Grand Lodge -
https://ndmasons.com/

Minnesota Grand Lodge -
https://mnfreemasons.org/grand-lodge/

EL ZAGAL TEMPLE
1429 3rd St N
Fargo, ND 58102

Return Service Requested

mailto:rmaras@jmprint.net
http://www.sirspeedyfargo.com
http://www.northdakotaoes.org
http://www.ritecarefargo.org
https://www.fargomasoniccenter.org/
https://ndmasons.com/
https://mnfreemasons.org/grand-lodge/


