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POTENTATE’S MESSAGE

We “‘R” For The Kids!

Greetings to all. Hope everyone
enjoyed this past Labor Day
weekend... Family, Friends, Shrine.
Yes, sadly the last hurrah for summer.
It’s been another fun-filled month of
Potentating for me and Lady Kim.

Was able to golf in the Cyber
Advisors Pro-Am. Had a lot of fun!
Congratulations to all involved with

this event. All proceeds are donated to Shriners
Children’s.

I was able to get back to Jamestown for the Bob
Lucy Fish Fry! Great food and a fun time catching
up with our Clowns, Mystics and E Z Wheels
members, Ladies and families. Once again,
Jamestown knocks it outta the park! Oh, by the
way, the fish was fantastic and a lot cheaper than
when [ tried to catch one myself! The fish outta
my boat are few and far in between, which makes

the ROI look really bad....

We were able to take a couple weekends off and
enjoy some well-deserved, but rare for this year,
lake time. A breather!

We did have another meeting with our own Grand
Master Bob Simmers and his Grand line team as
well as others. As I mentioned at our last stated
meeting, El Zagal and Kem have been asked to
help out with Most Worshipful Bob’s campaign
to get the word out amongst all Lodges to help
promote Masonry. There’s a lot left to do to raise
the funds necessary between El Zagal and Kem.
'This is very important for us to support! We are all
Masons first. When we get more people interested
in Masonry, new Shrine Nobles will follow. This
year’s Parade to Glory form will be out to all units
and clubs soon, giving them an opportunity to
donate to the Grand Lodge mission. I'm looking
forward to hearing from Worshipful
Bob at our next stated meeting this
coming October.

The Provost put on a heckuva
Bierstube! 'The polka music was a
blarin’ and the beer was a flowin’!
Oh, and brats and German food for
everyone! And not sure how they
manage to do it, but perfect weather,
once again! A great night to be out
and about with fellow Shriners and

neighbors.

It’s hard to believe, but Circus season
will be coming up again very soon,
which means a lot of circus teams will
start getting their important planning

meetings kicked off soon. I

encourage all nobles to get

involved. It takes a big team

of nobles, ladies, and their families to pull
off these important fund-raising events!

We have the Crab Feed coming up Oct

2nd! If you haven't bought your ticket yet,

they are still available. This event is brought

to us by Dave Rott and most of our Past
Potentates. Thank you in advance; we look forward
to 1t.

The very next night, October 3rd, is the first-
ever Purses n Pistols Bingo event hosted by our
Ladies Auxiliary. Let’s make a weekend of it, yes?
Crab feed Friday night and Bingo Saturday night!
Please check out event details in EZ Minute as
well as this issue of Camel Tales.

Our Appreciation Dinner and Awards is in Fargo
on Oct 13th with the stated meeting right after
the awards. We have another Appreciation Dinner
and Awards in Bismarck on Oct 15th. Please check
out the flyer in EZ Minutes as well as this issue of
Camel Tales.

That’s a wrap for now!

Yours in faith,
Bruce H. Ridgway
El Zagal 2026 Potentate
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TUESDAY BURGER

UNIT SCHEDULE
5:30PM - 7PM

OCTOBER 6, 2026 EMP

OCTOBER 13, 2026 NO BURGERS
OCTOBER 20, 2026 DIRECTORS STAFF
OCTOBER 27, 2026 PROVOST
NOVEMBER 3, 2026 ARAB PATROL
NOVEMBER 10, 2026 MISFITS
NOVEMBER 17, 2026 EMP

NOVEMBER 24, 2026 DIRECTORS STAFF
DECEMBER 1, 2026 PROVOST
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GRAND MASTER

Greetings Brothers:

I'm struggling with words
for this month's article as
I am somewhat frustrated
with who we are as
Masons. Today's world
needs more Masons
and what we bring to

the table through our

obligations. One of our

mottoes is to make good men better and to
develop leadership qualities. This is done first
by our obligation, then by our ritual, then by
our lodge structure. As we are the foundation
for all of Masonry and the appendant bodies,
I see us needing to revisit our values. Our
obligation sets guidelines for our moral
conduct, but I see that conduct change as we
leave the Lodge room. These ideﬁnes are
meant to guide us as we travel through life.
Some of you may remember George (%arlin's

“The seven words you can't say on television”

and with good reason. Our obligation alludes
to things that we wouldn't do in front of a
wife, mother, sister or daughter; however, we
freely use those words frequently in public.
We should probably also add our children to
that list. Our ritual teaches us leadership and
respect and that at the end of the day we all
meet on the level. Are we doing a good job
of that? Are we preparing young men to
go to the next level? That next level is the
appendant bodies and the Shrine. We do
have a process for developing leadership, and
it is done through the advancement of the line
to include appointed and elected officers. In

thrivent

Here for your full
financial journey.

Nathan Hopper
Financial Advisor
720-938-8198
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many cases, I see that chain broken and that
advancement is inconsistent. If we are going to
raise our awareness in a community, we need
to practice what we preach in the lodge.

I have had several calls lately asking what
we should be doing and how we should be
acting and, to me, the answer is simple. It is
all written in the obligations, rituals and in
our Masonic code. We are at a crossroads
where we are trying to attract new members.
That requires us to change the way we think,
but not about the way we act. Technology is
requiring us to change the way we think, but
it doesn't have to change the way we act. I am
slow to change and react to technology. I'm
sure | will learn to use it in a way that will
benefit us. At this point, I am just happy to be
able to dictate these messages in preparation
for their distribution to the brothers. Change
is inevitable; history is written in stone and is
stored in the archives of our lodges.

So, go forth and create good Masons and help
mold them into the future leaders that you
know they can be.

Yours in Faith,

Bob Simmers

Grand Master

Grand Lodge of

North Dakota A.F.&A.M.

DuWayne
Theodore Bott

April 29,1933 -
September 11, 2026

Lisbon, ND
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REDNECKS

This month was still a productive one for the
Rednecks. Some of us traveled to the Fly-In
Drive-In and shared another good breakfast
with some great people.

As we get closer to the end of the month, the
days are running out, and before we know it,
circus meetings will be starting up again. And,
of course, we're getting closer to the much-
anticipated 2nd Annual Redneck Hoedown on
October 10th!

We've been working hard getting everything
ready, and we can’t wait to see all of you who
will be making the trip. It should be another
great time with plenty of fun, fellowship, and a
few good stories by the end of the night!

If there are any questions about the Hoedown,

feel free to reach out at 701-595-3278.

See you all at the Hawaiian Hoedown!

-Waylon

Todd Reamann

Financial Representative

Principal Securities Registered Representative
Financial Advisor

Member-Principal® Financial Network

200 E Main Ave Suite 204 | Bismarck, ND 58501

D (701) 751-2389 | F (866) 893-3844 | C (701) 425-1095
reamann.todd@principal.com
www.principal.com/dakotas

DIRECTORS
STAFF

As I mentioned in the last installment, we
have a new raffle coming up soon that I think
a lot of Shriners will appreciate. It will be a
barrel of fun one liter at a time. We are going
to raffle off a BARREL of bourbon. Well, you
won't exactly win the entire barrel of bourbon,
but you can win a bottle of limited-edition
bourbon. Better yet, you will also have a chance
to win the barrel! This will be a really fun raffle
with limited tickets available. If you have any
questions, Roger Ellsworth is the guy to talk to.

Unfortunately, our poker tournament scheduled
for October has to be rescheduled due to health
issues of one of the main guys from 701 Poker
who facilitates the event. We are looking for a
date early next year to replace the October date.
Stay tuned.

As we head into fall, the bikes will be tucked
away soon for the impending season and the
four-letter word that
is inevitable during
that time. All I can
say is that I hope for
a long fall and a short
winter. Have a great
month, everyone!

Cheers,
Cal Braun

Pro/Am committee members Lisa Dow and Noble Mike Rieckman
presented thank-you gifts to Drake and Taylor for their contribu-
tion to Shriners Children’s. Drake and Taylor ran a lemonade stand
at the tournament and donated $254 of their proceeds to Shriners
Childrens. In a previous year, they raised over $200. Their father,
Justin, plays in the tournament and was a player in the 2004 ND
Shrine Bowl. It is heartwarming to see such solid upbringing in

these kids.

Submissions:

v’ Submissions should all be sent to
cameltales@elzagal.org. Please include
accurate information, including all names and
locations of those in the photos.

v’ Submission deadline for Camel Tales is the
18t of each month prior.

v’ Submissions for the EZ in a Minute may be
made anytime. Please allow one week for
publication

v' Photos should be of high quality .jpg, .gif,
or .pdf. Please, no photos of photos.
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The 2027 El Zagal Spring Ceremonial is headed to The Island of Misfit Toys, and plans are already coming
together for a memorable weekend filled with fun, fellowship, and plenty of surprises. Mark your calendars for
June 4th and 5th, 2027, and get ready to enjoy a ceremonial weekend unlike any other.

More details will be coming soon about the full schedule of activities, meals, entertainment, hospitality, and
special events planned throughout the weekend. There will be something for everyone, with plenty of
opportunities to reconnect with old friends, welcome new Nobles, and celebrate the fellowship that makes ELl
Zagal so special.

And yes, the Reindeer Games are coming! Expect a lively evening of friendly competition, laughter, and creative
challenges inspired by the Island of Misfit Toys. Start assembling your team, brushing up on your toy-making
skills, and preparing for a weekend where everyone fits in.

Watch for registration information and additional announcements in the months ahead. We look forward to
seeing you on the Island!

There will be a limited number of camper spots available in the Masonic parking lot. Please let me know by
email as soon as possible if you will need a spot, | expect the parking lot to fill up quickly.

Camper reservations: islandofmisfittoys@springceremonial27.org

Your future is limitless.

Our offerings include Business Insurance,
Employee Health & Benefits, Private Client Services
and Retirement & Wealth.

MarshMcLennan
Agency MarshMMA.com

BRYCE ANDERSON
& ASSOCIATES

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

tion & Planning ¢ Small Busir
* Monthly Accounting Serv yorations - Partn
* Accounting - Non-Pri

1461 Broadwa
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JAMESTOWN
CLOWNS

Hello to all Nobles and Ladies,
What a great turnout for the Bob Lucy Fish Fry.

Thank you to all who came to our lodge. Some
traveled far, some not so far.

It was a well-attended event. Rod L and his crew
always do an outstanding job. Thank them when
you see them.

"The Patch" opens on Sept. 19 and runs thru Oct.
18th. We need all hands on deck. It has turned
into a fantastic fundraiser, which also means work!
So show up and help!! Let's make it the best ever!!!

There is a website: amazenclownpatch.com
Next Dinner at the Lodge is Sept. 23rd. This may

come out too late to see in print. October 28th is
the last Dinner at the Lodge.

CLOWN for a NIGHT is Dec. 5. The Civic
Center doors open at 6 PM. We are serving the
plates to the tables, so everyone needs to step up
and help. It should be wonderful to see such an

event.

I'm sending this in early so I do not forget to do
s0.

Medina Parade was great as always, and Craig
and Deb, let's say Deb, do a wonderful meal for

us nimrods.

Rory Timm had an outstanding golf team for the
Nustad Golf benefit, which was extremely fun.

‘Thanks for reading this...

Weezer.
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MYSTICS

Hello everyone in EI Zagal, hope all is well. It’s
been a couple of months since you heard from
us. Our newsletter got lost in the clouds. The
Mystics 7th annual Fishing for a Cause event
went smooth. We had a record number of kids
fishing in the tournament, 166 kids wow. And
our raffle tickets were sold out. Thanks to all the
sponsors and people that made this possible.
Saturday, September 12 the Mystics loaded up
and went west to Medina to parade in their fall
festival parade. Streets were filled with parade
goers, smiles from everyone, handing out candy,
shaking hands, and making El Zagal proud. A
big thanks to Craig and Deb Hoffman for the
amazing meal over at the Decoy Bar after the
parade. The Moment of Freedom barn dance was
held Saturday, September 12. Fun was had by
the Mystics family supporting a great fundraiser.
Bidding on auction items or having a few adult
beverages and dancing a step or two. Bingo. That’s
right Mystics are planning another Cash bingo.
$3000 in cash, 12 games of bingo, meat raffles,
50-50 split pot, and silent auction items. When?
October 19. Where? KC club or club 1883. Hope
to see you all there. That’s all for now. Catch you
next time.

Thanks,
El Zagal Mystics.

DUSTERS

Our usual Duster Camel Tales author claims he is
no longer available to pen our Duster’s Tales article.
Let’s analyze the facts. He is recently retired (at a
young age), claims to be busy at his south Morton
County ranch AND his Oriental Guide position
on the Divan prevents him from being able to
write future articles. No more bourbon for him.

The Dusters have been busy with local Shrine
activities. The 15th Annual Fly-In & Drive-In
was held on September 13 at the Bismarck Aero
Center. This is a charity breakfast event for our
local Scottish Rite Speech Therapy Center which
is located inside the Bismarck Masonic Center.
Attendance was estimated to be north of 850 for
the free-will donation event. There were two Past
Potentates and our current Oriental Guide High
Priest and Prophet in attendance. Even the Grand
Master attended, but he owns the place.

Next on the Duster agenda is the annual
Autumnfest Parade on September 19 in Bismarck.
The Dusters” classic cars will be lined up to
participate. Hundreds of spectators and families
attend this special parade, so it is good exposure for
Shrinedom. There have been discussions regarding
the local Missouri Slope Shrine Club taking over
the management of future Autumnfest Parades,
which could be another avenue to advertise the
Shriners.

The 1st Masonic Lodge #5/E1 Zagal Dusters Car
Show is scheduled for September 26 and is located
at the Bismarck Masonic Center. This event is
free to all Masons and Shriners and there will be
refreshments and food served as well.

Future events include the 6th Annual Duster Car
Show on March 6-7,2027 and the Bismarck 75th
Annual El Zagal Shrine Circus on April 9-10,
2027.

Ifyou see a bald-headed and bearded weird-looking
hunter with a gun in south Morton County, do not
shoot him. I still need him as a backup ghostwriter.

Bob Bartosh
Duster Secretary/Treasurer






VIKING LOBSTER DINNER

FAMOUS ANNUAL
TORSK DINNER
Saturday, October 10, 2026
5:30 - 9:00 pm

USW Local 560 Union Hall
402 Eagle Lane, Gwinner, ND

$25.00 per Person

(Ticket price is not tax deductible)
Takeout is Available

Sponsored by:
El Zagal Viking
Shrine Patrol

CLOWN FOR A NITE

SATURDAYADECEMBERY5¥2026]

COMEOUT: & HELPUS

CEEEBRATEAMERICAN25()

TICKETS $40 S o .

must be 21 to attend!
soclAL 6:00PM B “ROUGE ROYAL”

DINNER 6:30PM
SPEAKER 7:30PM
BAND 8:00PM

Pleae contact Truman Haut with question:
(701) 269-0660
Limited seating available, 520 max.
First come, first serve. 8 per table.

SIT-DOWN MEAL
CHICKEN ALFREDO
STEAK TIPS + GRAVY
MASHED POTATOES
TOSSED SALAD

CLOWN SKIT FOLLOWING FIRST BAND BREAK

DINNER PROVIDED BY CLUB 1883 WITH MEALS SERVED BY JAMESTOWN CLOWNS.
PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE JAMESTOWN CLOWNS ACTIVITIES.

Scan QR Code
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November 2026

Nov3d_____ TuesdayBurgers | Ratyrn Service Requested
Nov 10 Tuesday Burgers

Nov12-15___ Pote's Nashville Trip

Nov 17 Tuesday Burgers

Nov 21-22 Gun Show

Nov 24 Tuesday Burgers

Nov 24 Wild Game Feed

Nov 25_Pizza, Puzzles & Beverages

Rich Maras
Regional VP of Sales

rmaras@jmprint.net
0:701.476.0311
C:701.730.1623

A . 4666 S. Amber Valley Pkwy
Printing | Variable Data Fargo, ND 58104

Creative | Direct Mail jmprint.net
Promotional | Large Displays @

Call or visit our website for a FREE QUOTE

octoBER 2026

1 2 3
Crab Feed Purses &
Pistols Bingo
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Tuesday Hawaiian
Burgers Hoedown,
Hazen
Torsk Dinner,
Gwinner
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Divan
Meeting Appreciation
Dinner,
Appreciation Bismarck
Dinner, Fargo
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Tuesday
Burgers
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Tuesday
Burgers
Eastern Star website - -
-
www.northdakotaoes.org :.
. . 701-298-9898
Scottish Rite Language Center - SirS d T e
www.ritecarefargo.org Ir pee y
Fargo Masonic Website - STONS L TRINT - MamkETe
https://www.fargomasoniccenter.org/ bremier Charter Service E““B“s
North Dakota Grand Lodge - 2139 100th Ave. N =\
https://ndmasons.com Moorhead, Minnesota 56560 o
Minnesota Grand LOdgC ] Ph 1 (218) 233-3404 Fmﬁsngmgggggggg
https://mnfreemasons.org/grand-lodge/ one: (218) 233- ax: (218) 233-
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